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AMATEUR AUXILIARY OF THE 
F.C.C. FIELD OPERATIONS BUREAU 
By The Amateur Auxiliary Coordinator Of South Florida 
4190 Malden Drive, Sarasota Florida 34241 

On the eighth of April at the Orlando Hamfest, a very unique 
meeting was held. In keeping with the belief that ‘‘where protecting 
the future of amateur radio is concerned, it boils down to this: if we 
the amateur community, won’t do it, no one will.’”’ The Amateur 
Auxiliary of the FCC Field Operations Bureau sponsored a fact- 
finding meeting, between Eddie Ricca, Intercon Net manager and 

Herb Schoenbohm, KV4FZ. 
- The reason for this meeting is the growing concern over the 
disregard by amateurs of Part 97 of the Rules and Regulations and 
the chaos on the 20-meter band, and its effect on the amateur 
community. 

A board of three amateurs, consisting of Eric G. Hogberg, 
W4TAH, South'Florida coordinator of the Amateur Auxiliary of the 
FCC Field Operations Bureau; Dr. William Staples, W4SME, 
assistant director, ARRL, also a member of the amateur auxiliary; 
and John Reinke, AB6I, North Florida coordinator of the Amateur 
Auxiliary of the FCC Field Operations Bureau acted as 
moderators. 

Interested observers, with no voice in the proceedings were: 
Luck Hurder, deputy manager, field services, ARRL; Frank 
Butler, southeastern division, director, ARRL; Lloyd S. Montcalm, 
WA2EXQ, member of the Concerned Radio Amateurs Association; 
Bob Raynor, N4JTE, Maritime Mobile Net; other members of the 
Maritime Mobile Net; and the Intercon Net. 

The board listened to each member as they presented their 
respective sides of the disagreement. Then the board requested 
each member present their solution to the problem. 

The alleged reason for the general chaos around these 
frequencies was that the nets were soliciting or assisting in- 
ternational phone patch traffic of an illegal nature, and other non 
net amateurs were trying to stop it by jamming QRMing, catcalls 
and other illegal activities. 

The following rules and regulations came under discussion: 

97.110 Business Communications Prohibited; 

97.111 Limitations on International Communications; 

97.114 Limitations on Third-Party Traffic; 

97.125 Interference; and QSY back page Col. 1 
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During one of the school field trip days, student visiting the 
Amateur Radio exhibit at the 1989 Dade County Youth Fair 
gather to participate in a c.w. demonstration given by Harry 
Pilafian, W4SQG and Lee Ciereszko, N4TCW. The exhitit was 
manned by amateurs from all over Dade County for a total of 
290 hours during the 18 day event coordinated by Will Whitaker 


WD4JKM....._ Great job gang ! ! 
AMATEUR RADIO DISPLAY AT THE 
DADE COUNTY YOUTH FAIR 
By Bill Whitaker, WD4JKM 
DCARPSC, Event Coordinator 

This year’s Dade County Youth Fair and Exposition was billed 
as the biggest and best ever. The addition of ‘‘Exposition’’ to the 
title of the 18-day event conveyed that there was a lot for us ‘‘older 
youngsters”’ to enjoy as well, and we did! 

Naturally the Italian sausage with onions and peppers along 
with the ‘“‘elephant ears”’ were big hits, as was this year’s amateur 
radio exhibit. 

The display entitled “‘Amateur Radio: A National Resource,”’ 
conceived, designed and built by members of the Dade Radio Club 
and Metro-Dade’s Office of Emergency Management, depicted in 8 
x 12 feet in full color, the many facets of local amateur radio. 

Among the highlights were pictures of the recent VP5K DX- 
pedition, many public service events; the Tropical Hamboree; 
Field Day; a computer generated satellite picture of Hurricane 
Gilbert as a Category Five Storm from the National Hurricane 
Center; and satellite, space shuttle and computer communciations. 

A special section concerning ham radio’s involvement in 
education featured members of the Royal Palm Elementary 
Amateur Radio Club and acknowledged their many Excellence in 
Education Awards. 

Twenty-four individuals contributed materials, articles, ideas, 
photographs, equipment and other suport to the creation of the 
display. Twenty-three additional individual operators, eight of 
whom were under 20 years of age, manned the exhibit a total of 290 
hours and provided the public with special demonstrations in- 
cluding: FM/RPT operation; packet radio; Dade Emergency Net 
Control Operation; traffic net operation, including about 50 Easter 
holiday messages that were originated and relayed to other nets; 
video tape and live audio from the concurrent Space Shuttle 
Discovery Mission; video of Hurricane Gilbert Amateur Radio 
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monthly for $8.00 per year by FLORIDA SKIP, Inc., P.O. Box "Dear Andy: ? 
: : : d like to take issue with WB4BBH, Francis J. Merceret’s thinking on no code 
501, Miami Springs, F'L 33266. I woul ssue V : g 
4 ated : d testing. The proof of the issue is to tune to 28,100 to 28,200 then tune to 28,300 to 28,500. . . 
Second Class Postage is paid at Mi- you need no Gate proof. . " 


ami, Florida. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to FLORIDA SKIP, 
Inc., P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 


33266. ST AFF: 
Andy Clark, W4IYT, Editor/Publisher. 
Bob Denton, WB4FGL, Ploof Reeder. 


My theory is you can not make or create a ham with every one, as careeers or 
professions. We are not all actors, mechanics, or in construction, so each person has some 
natural ability and internal to drive their actions. Ham radio must attract those people 
who have the want and need to pass the ham fraternity requirements. 

If they do not they are and will never be hams, and like C.B. it will die to the low level it 
is, now — no calls — very limited activity — much profanity — no important messages’ | 
sent — very loose operations. . 

The only people in favor of no code licensing are those who are fascinated temporarily 
with ham radio and those who have something to gain through the business aspect of good 


Bob Watson, W4DTV, North Florida Representative. old ham radio. Thank you kindly 
Anne Clark Ramey, Copy Layout. Robert N. Willey, Jr., WA4UQD 
STATE EDITORS: 5600 N.E. 3rd Lane 
CW: Ed Roller, K4IA. Box 894, Punta Gorda 33951. ae aa Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
DX: F.S. Larck , KK3Q, 5841 Elon Drive, Orlando 32808. During this 450th anniversary year of Hernando de Soto’s exploration, I am continuing’ - 
Clubs: my efforts to commemorate the de Soto expedition and to preserve history. Knowing of - 
; your interest in the de Soto Trail, I wanted to provide an update. 
i : On December 11, 1987, President Reagan signed legislation that required the National. 
SSB Nets: J. Scungio, N4KFU, 346 Whitefield Avenue, Park Service to study trail designation in ten states: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida,, 
Ss ta 34243 Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas. 
arasota . The Park Service says the de Soto route does not meet all criteria for a national trail, ing 
Packet: Al Vesce, K4CY, 13020 Montour Street, Brooks- part because it wasn’t used repeatedly. : 
ville 33773 a understand the points raised by the Park Service, our efforts will not be side- 
5 : : ; : : tracked by semantics. The Park Service introduced new legislation to establish a com- 
QCWA: Eli Nannis, K4JMH, 14996 Imperial Point Drive memorative highway route. Much of this designation has already been accomplished in 
North, Largo 34644 Florida. My legislation directs the Park Service, through the work of a special com- - 
Any item in FLORIDA SKIP may be reprinted in any other publication in the mission, to develop a comprehensive plan for administration of the ten-state de Soto route 
world, with a credit line, please. and to create an archaeological / historical research institute. 
The publishers of this paper do not assume the responsibility of statements I look forward to participating this May in the celebration of de Soto’s landing in | 
made by their advertisers in business competition. All signed articles published Florida 450 years ago. } ‘4 
in this paper represent solely the individual opinions of the writer and not those of With kind regards, * 
FLORIDA SKIP. Sincerely 7 
DEADLINE: 8th of month in P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. ___, Bob Graham.., 
(See advertising rates in Hambar Section.) United States Senator’. 
Dear Andy: ‘ . 
We have just held our most successful ham/swapfest — our 19th consecutive annual 
affair. 
SILENT KEYS The club is grateful for your support. The repeated monthly listings sure helped in * 
: : ‘ spreading the good word beyond our immediate area. ae 
We are deeply sorry to report the following Silent Keys se Also, I QSL your acknowledgement of our silent key (Sam Galloway, WSRHE). He was\ ’ 
Florida. If you hear of any in your area, kindly advifus. AC terminal and asked that I send out the silent key information. He knew he was going soon — 
W4PPQ Katherine “Kitty”’ LePine Miramar but he did report in to our local QCWA net on Monday night of the week he died. He was 
’ Aova's f ; ‘3 
WA4PMK _Jerry D. Starr Miami — one of out sted saya thanksagaitt 
W4BQW Bob Cain Taverneir John Lakin, WaMMW; j 
W4GU James A. Mayberry Tampa ; Swapfest Publicity Chairman, : 
W4ZMJ William Bojanowski, 78 Altamonte Springs Letters QSY page 9 Pt. Walton Bee ae 
WA4CRG George B. Earl Holiday ’ w 
W4JOZ Chad H. Richards nalperee NEW 440 MHZ REPEATER MAP 
. ca a : . . | a 
pean Dave acces Seainate After much delay and hard work, Florida Skip now hasa  #! 
KB4SJM Don W. Nair de Tacleqneiiie 440 MHz MAP listing all Repeaters in Florida! The map ty 
z editor, Harlin Cohn, W4UIM in Miami did'a very nice jobon § + 
EX teGALLS this map. It is much like our 2 Meter Map except it is printed a 
Sea) fh on light green paper. You will be amazed at the number of 440 a 
Many an old friend has been Huai ee ne Se) Repeaters Florida now has! I was! The price is the same as. J} 2 
past30 years. Have you sent in your ; : our 2 Meter Map, 25 cenis each with your self-addressed J . 


AB4LN ex KC4DNC 
W4QV ex W3DON 
AA4ZN ex W7MMF, W6IEH, N4NFY, KJ4WK 


Dear Andy: 
Enclosed is a corrected copy of the Venice FCC Exams which you have been so kind as 
to include on your FCC information page in Skip each ele ae ,; 
I hope you can continue to run it as most of our exam candidates contact us as a resu : : 
of reading it in Skip. is FLORIDA SKIP, INC. 
a P.O. Box 501 
ap pees tats! Miami Springs, Florida 33266 


stamped envelope. (Don’t forget the stamp!) To: 440 Map, 
Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. (Note: The 2 and 440 Maps 
will go in one envelope for 22 cents postage. ) 


Petey 


SIXTH EDITION 2 METER 
REPEATER MAP 

We are happy to announce the 6th Edition of our 
amous 2 Meter Map is off the press. Map editor Bill 
« Tucker, W4F XE did his usual excellent job with 100 
= percent updates. The map is 11 by 17 inches printed on 
50 pound light yellow paper with black ink, making it 


Enclosed is $8.00 FOR 1 year subscription 
to FLORIDA SKIP. My mailing address is: 


CL] New.: CJ Renewal 


My CORRECT address is: Call 


> 


Name 


Address 
: repeater frequencies. Another list is along the left side 


: Making it wasy to see which city has what frequency. 
yo are keeping the price down to 25 cents each plus 
& 


ity 


State 

your self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE) to 

=;MAP, Box 501, Miami Springs, 
g ee 
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BUY AN ICOM IC-u2AT 
AND 
GET A FREE BP-23 BATTERY 


(value $49.00) DY 


When you purchase an ICOM IC-u2AT ($285) you receive a FREE BP- 
23 BATTERY. The BP-23 is a LONG LIFE 600ma 8.4v battery. 


Take the complexity out of owning a STATE-OF-THE-ART handi 
talkie. The ICOM IC-u2AT is a compact easy to use two meter handi 
talkie with ten (easy to program) memories, automatic battery save 
in the receive mode,.LCD digital display, autopatch key pad, built- 
in selectable sub-audible tones, plus many other easy to use 
features. 


FREE FRESH BREWED COFFEE ALL DAY 
WB4RFC 


i MIKE'S ELECTAGNIES 


1001 NW 52 STREET 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33309 
MIKE SPIVAK 305-491-7110 


3 BLOCKS NORTH OF W COMMERCIAL BLVD ON NW 10 TERRACE 
——S_—_—Saq__E—aa—s 
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TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — FEBRUARY 1989 


By WA4PFK and AA4HT 
1. W4DUG 5,738 11. K4IA 360 
2. W3CUL 4,485 12. WA4QXT 337 
3. W3VR 2,391 13. WC2G 334 
4. WAIVND 1,062 14. N4HAP 324 
5. WD4IIO 657 15. KB9LT 311 
6. WX4H 643 16. N4SS 302 
7. AA4HT 603 17. K4ZK 272 
8. W4NFK 435 18. WC4D 254 
9. K4SCL 409 19. W4HAW 254 
10. WA4PFK 382 20. KA4FZI 220 
20. AB4EA 220 
TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — MARCH 1989 
By WA4PFK and KB9LT 
1. W3CUL 2,927 11> K4ZK 382 
2. W3VR 990 12. AA4HT 363 
3. WD4IIO 811 13. K4IA 334 
4. WA9VND 721) = 14. WA4EIC 332 
5. WA4QXT 660 15. AA4FG 331 
6. WX4H 642 16. K4EUK 307 
7. WD4KBW 466 17. WC4D 285 
8. WA4PFK 455 18. W4ILE 282 
9. AA4BN 406 19. W4NFK 271 
10. KB9LT 397 =20. N4SS 266 
TRAFFIC HOUNDS — MARCH 1989 
By K4ZK 
NET QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESSIONS MGR QTC/QNI 
QFN 977. 17.4 1,053 “17-0 62 KA4F ZI 1.07 
FMTN- 761 24.6 492 15.9 31 N4UF 64 
FPTN 1,641 52.9 431 13.9 31 WB4WYG .26 
FAST 643 "10.37 9300),.5.4 62 WD4KBW 55 
SWFTN 1,000 37.1 261 9.7 27 K4FQU .26 
SEFTN 1,130 36.7 220. 7.1 31 KA4YHS 19 
GN 200 86.2 ote 69 31 N4ET .83 
FMSN 327 10.6 189 6.1 31 N4MML GY 
NFPN 2,063 66.5 143 4.6 31 WA4GNR .06 
SVTN 629° 20.27 “138345 st KB4LB .22 
SPARC 79722 223:9 90 2.9 31 KA4CRS 12 
QFNS 224. 7.2 86 2.8 31 N4IWO 38 
FPON 455 14.7 80 2.6 31 WB4GCK ey 
PBTN 396 17.2 yack Ma LA 23 WA4RUE .06 
DEN 706 141.2 23 4.6 5 N4RMB .03 
AIN (225130 hd pd 53 4 WA4PFK .08 
PRVAN 49 5.4 OG 9 WD4KBW le 
ENMC 47 11.7 3 8 4 K4ZK .06 
TOTAL QTC: 3,817 ¢ AVERAGE QTC/QNI: .31 
LATE REPORT: FEBRUARY 1989 
FPON 449 16.0 104 3.7 28 WB4GCK 0.00 
NE PN 752,)22519.0. 5 149 90 ool 28 WA4GNR 0.00 


; 
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FLORIDA C.W. NETS 
By Ed, K4IA 

QFN Manager Miss Phil Writes: Just ran the stats for the 
quarterly mailout. What a surprise to see the total three-month 
QTC hit 300 even — a 1,000-a-month average! The average QNI was 
993. I sure appreciate the way you pitch in to keep the traffic 
enroute. 

Unassigned stations acting as alternate reps include WC4D, 
N4KFU, WI1NJM and W3TLV. Some of the regular reps also 
volunteered for double duty. Thanks for your help! 

I know there must be many more of you sitting out there who 
would enjoy filling in occasionally as a region rep but are too shy to 
let me or the NCS know. Please don’t hesitate. It is a fun experience 
and can bea great challenge. 

Congratulations to W4DL for his second month of perfect QNI 
attendance! Dan only missed three days in January. He is followed 
closely by WX4H, WC4D, KB9LT, WA4PFK, KA4FZI, K4ZK and 
WA4EIC. 

Speaking quarterly, WX4H went to 4RN 69 times, KB9LT to RN5 
35 times, and K4SCL chalked up 53 rep-to-other-net points. Each 
one of those points stands for two or more other nets so Woody’s 
other-net total was at least 106, and that with two weeks off. 

We hope WV5Z will have his atenna fixed and be back with us 
soon. 

AA4HT is moving to Lakeland where he will build a house, so 
KB9LT is helping Rip on his 4RN spot. 

Congratulations to Cotton on landing the STM Northern Florida 
position. 

The summer doldrums loom ahead and some of our winter 
members will be heading for cooler country. AB4EA and WINJM 
have let me know they are leaving, but I’m sure there are others. 
We thank them for their help and wish them well — hoping to see 
them again when winter hits the north country this year. 

I would like to again thank our NCS’s for their fine cooperation 
with net reports. February was the first month I had to chase one — 
and that was because the month ran out before February 31st — HI. 
You NCS’, reps and faithful members make the position of 
manager both an honor and a pleasure. Thank you. 

A QFN welcome again to N4SGQ, Niceville and to KF4SU of Big 
Pine Key. 

Q.N.I. NOTABLES 

Ten plus: W4AT, W4DFP, W4DM, N4DY, AB4EA, WA4GYR, 
WA4HDH, AA4HT, N4IWO, N4KFU, W1NJM, K4SCL and W3TLV. 

Twenty plus: AA4BN, WT4F, K2GQU, N4SS and W9WIB. 

Thirty plus: K4UBR. 

Forty plus: K4IA. 

Fifty plus: WC4D — 57, WA4EIC — 53, KA4FZI — 53, WX4H — 
57, W4KIX — 50, KB9LT — 57, WA4PFK — 58 and K4ZK 54. 

Sixty plus: W4DL 62. 

Dick Hill, WA4PFK, SM, S. FL reports alot of action at the 
Sarasota Hamfest. Here are two photos spliced in middle to 
show the Traffic Breakfest group. How many calls can you list? 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND 
COMPUTERS, INC. 


OUR 10TH YEAR 


It all started in 1979 with the publication of the ICOM Newslettcr'!! 
You’ve tricd the Rest!!! Now go with the BEST! For the lowest price and highest quality! 


* Kenwood, ICOM and Yacsu Equipment 
and most other Amateur Radio Products! 
* ICOM Authorized Dealcr! 


Optimized Alignment Servicc 
Installation of IRCI 8-Polc Crystal Filters, Enhancement Kits 
Tuning Upgradcrs (NOTE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR DETAILS) 
Bank Controllcrs 

We Scrvice Everything We Scll 


8-POLE and 10 POLE ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONG........... 
CRYSTAL FILTERS * Are you continually being interfered with during a QSO? 
x For Kenwood <@aaxmencs * You can’t sccm to pull out a weak signal in the QRM? 
ICOM If your answer is "YES" to cithcr one of these... : 
Yacsu purchasc our SSB or CW Crystal [filters without DELAY! 
ICOM, Kenwood and Yacsu Newslctters 
Available for just $10.50 cach, per ycar 
NEWSLETTERS Years of Back Issucs available..Back Issuc Index $4.00 
D 


AN 
“A PUBLICATIONS USER'S SUPPLEMENTS AND ADDENDUMS 
For the TS-430, TS-830, TS-930 and TS-940 


IC-701, 1C-751, 1C-730, 1C-735, 1C-720(A) 


HAM SPECIAL NO I - $429.00 - Turbo XT 4.7/8 MHz, 256K RAM 
(expandable to 640K), one 5-1/4" floppy drive, Mono or Color 
Video Board with Parallel printer port, 150 Watt power supply, AT 
style Keyboard, cxtra heavy duty slide-in shielded case, FCC 


IBM approved. One ycar Warranty on parts and labor. Free Software 
COMPATIBLE with purchasc, includes DOS Tutor, 3 Ham Software disks, or choose 
COMPUTERS any 3 disks from our Public Domain Catalog. Add $29.00 for a 


4.7/10 MHz Turbo Computcr; Add $39.00 for an Enhanced Keyboard. 


COME SEE US IN | 


BOOTH 432 AT HAM SPECIAL NO. 2 - $899.00 Same as Ham Spccial No. 1 but with 
THE "DAYTON" Scagate 20 Mcg Hard Disk Drive and controller card, 12" Amber 
monitor with tilt/swivel basc. FREE-.software as above 
Bin Add $49.00 for a 30 Mcg. 


IBM $5.00 Per Desk - All Major Titles 
_ PUBLIC DOMAIN Send a SASE (45¢) for our FREE Public Domain Catalog 
SOFTWARE 


iy data — 
WE ARE AN AUTHORIZED ZENITH DEALER Pitas | data 


HO CUNY OLE BOER We pee CORN UTE 


Send a SASE (45¢) for our FREE Expanded Amateur Radio Product Catalog 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTERS, INC. 
RADIO DIVISION - 751 South Macedo Blvd., Port St. Lucic, FL 34983 


(407) 879-6868 


FAX No. (407) 878-8856 | Busincss Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday 


COMPUTER DIVISION - 2806 S. U.S. #1, Ft. Pierce, FL 34982 
(407) 489-5609 


Business Hlours: 10 AM to 6 PM, Monday through Friday 11 AM to 3 PM, Saturday 
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THE Q.F.N. “LINEUP” 
Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
NCS IA/4H K4ZK WA4HDH K4SCL KA4FZI W4NFK WA4PFK 
4RN AA4BN K4SCL HT/LT W4NFK WX4H WX4H K4IA 
RN5 LT/PFK WV5Z N4SS W4KIX K4ZK K4IA GYR/LT 
— 73/88 


i Miss Phil, KA4FZI, QFN Manager 

Gator Net Notes from Don, N4ET: It’s time again when the 
snowbirds head back north, hamfest season is over and we go into 
our summer doldrums. Hope all those returning north have a safe 
trip and a good summer. 

Gator Net will remain on 3651 KHz as primary frequency and 
7070 KHz as secondary during the summer months. 

Dean, W8IM has taken over the NCS chores on Sunday when he 
is able to be there. 

A few newcomers on a regular basis have been WT4F and 
WA4NXF. However, Bill and Elmer are not new to traffic handling. 
Welcome to Gator Net fellas. Another newcomer on weekends is 
Joe, N4KFU. 

As we write this, Harris, WA4JDH is recovering from surgery 
and has been on a light schedule. Hope this finds you back to nor- 
mal, Harris. 

On April ist I missed the Gator Net session because the XYL 
(N4MML) and I were involved in a packet demo at a local com- 
munity college computer fair. I received a packet message from 
Joe, N4KFU reporting the net statistics for the session. It seems the 
NCS didn’t show and the net went on without one. Someone should 
take over as NCS when it is obvious that the regular or back-up NCS 
is absent. So jump in and take over as no one is going to give youa 
hard time if you make mistakes. And you will find it kinda fun. 

See you on 3651 KHz at 0830 local time. FITS} 
Don, N4ET, GN Manager 

QFNS Report from Don, N4IWO: March statistics for the net: 
QNI 224, QTC 86, QND 666, with 21 stations checking in. With the 
exception of the number of stations, the above figures average 
better than eight percent over February. 

The top six QNI were: WA4VND — 28, WC4D — 27, N4MML and 
WA4PFK — 26 and KA4FZI and N4IWO — 19. 

New check ins for the month were from KC4GHT, Payton in 
Lauderhill, N4TAY in Delray Beach and KAOSIX from Kansas 
City. Welcome to all and keep up your interest in QFNS. 

Now that we are on daylight time the band is just getting settled 
as it darkens for the evening. Come join our daily net in the novice 
band at 2000 local time on 3715. We will help you get started in 
public service. aed 3s 

Don, N4IWO, QF NS Manager 

FMSN Reported By Alma, N4MML: During March FMSN was 
as usual a very friendly and enjoyable net. Thanks to you who 
visited us for only one or two QNI’s. You’re always welcome. 

We had 31 stations QNI with 189 messages handled. Much credit 


must be given to you regulars, many who checked in 95 percent of . 


the time. These were WC4D, AA4FG, KA4NXF and WASVND. Not 
far behind were AA4BN, N4IWO and KASIH. 
We miss W1KAM whois off traveling again with his XYL Adair. 
It was helpful to have KB9LT and AA4FG fill in as NCS when 
needed. 


FMSN is sorry to lose Rip, AA4HT as our Thursday NCS and 


Northern Florida STM. He has moved out of this section to 
Lakeland due to his job transfer. Willard, KA4SIH takes over as 
Thursday NCS, and Cotton, KB9LT has been appointed the new 
STM. Both assignments are in good hands. 

By the time you read this, we hope to have chatted with many of 
you at the Orlando Hamcation. That will be doubly enjoyable for 
Don and me because we will also visit our son and his family who 
live there. We made a couple of trips there last month to get 
acquainted with a new baby granddaughter. Let’s see, that must be 
grandchild number 15 for us. Wow! 

Come join us on FMSN at 1730 local time on 3561. 

——- 93; 
Alma, N4MML, FMSN Manager 

In assembling these reports each month it is obvious that there 
is a small group that consistently appears throughout the four C.W 
nets. For instance, of the 21 Top Twenty Traffic Handlers listed on 
page four of the April issue of Florida Skip, 14 are regulars on QFN. 
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Many of the others can be found on Gator Net. 

Meanwhile, the other two C.W. nets are heavily supported by the 
same group. A certain amount of this help is of course needed, but 
perhaps we should strive to have our beginners do more of their 
own net operations, and to try and build up traffic. = 98: 


Your opinions are welcome. Ed, K4IA 
S.S.B. TRAFFIC NETS 
By Joe Scungio, N4KFU ; 

Got all excited the other day. Had been sitting at the rig for quite a while and the XYL 
called me several times and after an hour or so I finally answered her call to’ which I 
received the following: ‘‘About time you old *,-11+.!’’ Think maybe I’m beginning to 
make it to “‘old-timers”’ status!!! 

Basking in euphoria I figured I better begin my next SSB article for Florida Skip and 
pontificate about another topic the Section Manager, Dick, WA4PFK had suggested at the 
Sarasota luncheon. Figured I knew my stuff but for some unknown reason decided to take 
out some ARRL books and thought I’d browse through the traffic handlers section. The 
euphoria began to dissipate. Hi. 

A traffic net is only as good as its weakest operator. Know how the NCS operates and 
follow NCS’s instructions at all times. The ARRL operating manual states that a good net 
is a disciplined net and discipline is something that must be enforced by the NCS and 
observed by all net stations. 

If NCS should correct you or you feel that they chastised you a little, dont get all fired 
up. They are only doing their job. If you are not guilty of any of the following you may 
make it to ‘‘traffic handlers heaven’’: 

1, Ever interrupt the NCS during traffic routing? Late check ins, requesting QSO’s, 
short of time, returning to net or no contact causes confusion and wastes time. Wait for the 
NCS to call you or ask for returning stations. Listen before you transmit but remember, 
the ARRL manual states, ‘‘Speak only when spoken to.’”” You may be in a hurry but the 
NCS has a net to run. Ever hear NCS request a Tally or Jax station and gets KFU back 
whereupon he requests KFU to call so and so up ten for Tally traffic. Oh wow! I didn’t 
even get by thefirstone... 

2. Ever transmit unnecessarily without NCS’s permission? Like trying to help the 
NCS. Doesn’t take long before there are doubles, triples, etc. Quite often the NCS will 
designate a station on the net to help. If not, wait for NCS to request your help. Don’t hold 
quick QSO’s, make side comments or ask directions to the local market, etc. If you want a 
QSO list it when NCS requests traffic. I’m going . . . 

3. Ever have the NCS send you off frequency to receive traffic and you go to the 
designated frequency, call once or twice and wait? Keep calling and if too much QRM go 
down or up’in the direction you were sent (i.e. down five, keep going down, etc.). As WYG 
says, “rock the dial.’’ Usually the receive station calls but sometimes NCS directs 
otherwise or two stations familiar with each other may do it differently. Don’t forget, 
traffic nets don’t own the frequency spectrum. Ask if the frequency is in use. I’m hot, 
finally made one . 

4. Ever list traffic incorrectly or at the wrong time? Report in on time and list your 
traffic when NCS calls for it. Most NCS will give a call for any other traffic before letting - 
stations go. I’m going... 

5. Ever talk at a speed the receiving station can copy when sending messages? Dif- 
ficult or unusual words should be spelled out using correct phonetics. Going . . . 

6. Ever repeat words unnecessarily when sending traffic? Why waste time? If the 
receiving station did not copy he or she will ask for repeats. The manual tells us to ar- 
ticulate and speak in a normal tone. Pronounce the syllables clearly and don’t read it like 
a speech. Oh heck! I’m gone. . . Won’t make it to the traffic handlers heaven but sure got 
to try harder. 

In closing, I guess you could say that the NCS has got to be an autocratic diplomat. The 
NCS’s sure need your help so try to cooperate. Follow good procedure and do as directed. 

Miss Laura have you hugged your NCS lately? 

As usual the Easter season brought its peaks of traffic. It was so heavy that at one point 
I received traffic that went up to fourth region then back to the local net where I at- 
tempted to get it back through fourth, EAN, etc. 

Would aperecuts some monthly information from Florida Mid-day, TPTN and NFPN 
as I’m sure that net members and others would like to know the happenings on those nets. 

FPTN Net Notes from Bill, WB4WYG: The net had a banner month during March with 
1,641 stations checking in. In fact, check-in totals were the highest recorded on the net 
since March of 1988. 1,516 were regulars and 125 were “‘travelers.”’ The traffic count 
reached 431 due in part to the Easter holiday. 

The Golden Cookie Award went to ‘‘Pappy”’ from Zephyrhills. 

The word from Miami is that Stan Offenhutter, K4BLM has been transferred from a 
rest home to his own domicile and is now under Hospice care. This will help his wife 
“Freddie” and save her the daily trips she has been making to the rest home. Cards would 
certainly be welcomed as a form of ham radio encouragement and support. 

Another word of thanks to all the liaison stations and the faithful NCS’s for their work 
in a job very well done under a heavy traffic load. 

The Orlando Hamfest is next weekend and many of you indicated you will attend. It is 
nice to greet and renew acquaintances made and sustained on the nets. Sure hope to see 
my share of these good folks. 

Net time has increased during the last few years due to the roster increase which now 
stands at 63. Current net running time is just around 30 minutes. We do have a good time 
handling traffic in a friendly manner and still have time for an exchange of quips, weather 
and trivia. 

Drop in on 3940 and morning at 7:00 a.m. and join the activities. We will be glad to have | 
you and it is a good way to start your ham radio day. 

— 73’s, 
Bill 


SWFTN Net Notes from Earl, K4FQU: An easy way to tell I’m getting older is to watch 
me get out of my easy chair. However, spring is here and maybe I'll find it in my step, too. 

Thanks to the Lehigh Spring Festival we sure did have a good month traffic wise. It 
was a lot of fun and we really have had good luck with the messages sent. 

We have not received many service messages so we must have gotten the correct in- 
formation for the most part. Something like the festival really teaches us just what 
making up a piece of traffic is all about. 

Wish more of the inexperienced traffic handlers would have participated because they 
certainly could have learned a lot about message handling procedures. It has been my 
experience that most people don’t handle traffic simply because they don’t know much 
about it. It is not a hard subject to learn and I find that after someone gets his or her feet 
wet they really learn to like traffic handling. 

I guess the same applies to being a NCS or a liaison station. 

I do have a few people that are grooming themselves to take over an NCS position and 
they will certainly be a welcomed addition that we all can appreciate. Without all the 
volunteers we would be hard-pressed to operate. 

My heartfelt thanks to those that have gone and those who plan to go back north for 
their help. The net and myself will certainly miss them but wish them a good summer and 
speedy return to S.W. Florida. 

—73’s to all, 
Earl, K4FQU 


The Martin Co. Hamfest QCWA Booth was manned by Bill 
K4ZK and Bill KA4M??. The Club said they had a good turn- 
out in spite of the ‘cool weather!”” They plan another one in 


FLORIDA STATE Q.C.W.A. NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, KAJMH 

The ballots for the 1989 General Election should be out by May 
15th. In the Spring Journal 1989, the candidates for the National 
Board of Directors are listed with their resumes. Read it carefully 
and then make your decision on who to vote for. It is a very difficult 
decision to make as we have a fine group of candidates. Let’s get 
the vote out in Florida. 

A new national membership form to be used starting March Ist. 
Your secretary of the chapter should have these forms. 

May 15th is the deadline for material for the summer 1989 issue 
of the QCWA Journal. 

We hope that our northern members have a safe trip home and 
come back next winter. 

Let me have some more reports from the Florida chapters. 

On the second page of Florida Skip, my address is listed but the 
zip code is in error. It is 34644. 

SUNCOAST CHAPTER 

Our chapter held their regular monthly meeting at the House of 
Chong in Sarasota on March 2nd and 66 members and guests were 
present. 

We welcomed a new member Eric Hogbern, W4TAH and he 
spoke of details covering the use and legality of phone patches and 
autopatches. He pointed out that there are many abuses of this 
privilege. 

Mary Ryden, K8ONV introduced the officers and called for 
reports from the secretary and treasurer. 

Lloyd Pfahler, W8FKL gave a report from the Nominating 
Committee. Progress is being made and they hope to have a slate of 
officers for the next meeting. 

The meeting was turned over to Ken Ryden, K80HG; Frank 
Lester, W4AMJ; and Walt Pierson, W4OKI and they led a lively 
discussion of the 15 questions on antenna theory and practice as 
outlined on a sheet passed out before the meeting. 

— Reported by Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF 
GATOR CHAPTER 

There were 40 members and guests at our March 4th meeting at 
Staceys Buffet in Largo. We found that the State of Ohio was having 
their yearly meeting and the buffet was quite crowded. 

Members were requested to check into our two-meter net on 
37/97 every Saturday at 9:00a.m. 

The guests at the meeting were N3CTM, N4RGT and WB4WGD. 

All members have the new 1989 roster and a few corrections 
were needed. 

- Harry Cole, W4DLL is recovering from a mild heart attack. He 
was in the hospital for six days. Tom Matthews, K4IJC is home 
from the hospital recovering from a jaw operation. 

The Hot Line report was discussed with the membership. 

Bill Penhallegon, W4STX has done a fine job with our programs 


for each meeting. The program at this meeting was Edgar Hold, 
N4RGT, manager of New Products and Services of Florida Power. 
He gave an interesting report on solar power. Solar Progress is 
located in Orlando at a Florida power station and is the largest 
photovoltaic power station in Florida and one of the largest of its 
kind in the country. The electricity generated is fed directly into 
Florida Power’s transmission line grid. 

— Reported by Eli Nannis, K4J MH 

PELICAN CHAPTER 

There were 45 members and guests present for the March 
meeting. Special guests includ<d Eugene and Pat Chester, K9FOQ: 
Dave and Caroline Crago, ix C4IDY; and Dr. E. Ellis, WAOFRP. 

The program was the presentation of photos and other graphic 
exhibits by the members of their current and previous ham shacks. 
It was a very entertaining program. 

The Pelican Chapter was included as a very active QCWA 
chapter in President Leland Smith’s message in the current QCWA 
Journal. 

Our chapter meets for breakfast on the first Wednesday of each 
month and a luncheon meeting on the third Wednesday of each 
month, All QCWA members are invited to join the Queue for a 
pleasant repast and a good time. 

— Reported by Don Bice, W4PCO 
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 

Tom Snipes now has an advanced class license with call 
KM40A. 

Charlie, WB4NSQ is enjoying two two-meter rigs. 

Al, W4OFT and XYL have been on the sick list. Frances La 
Londe, XYL of Frank W4PBL fractured her wrist and Frank is 
doing the housework. Joan Weddell, XYL of W9HOH is recovering 
from an auto accident. 

Many of our group are trying out the new 18 MHz band which are 
N4SDV, W4JM, N4LBG, W4LHP and W1PCB. 

George Lovelace’s new call is N4SUMV. 

K4GXY is home from radio operating on the high seas. 

Norm, W2HGV has his linear working properly. 

VE3BIS will be going to Ontario for the summer. 

We have a group who check in on the 14245 KHz net each Wed- 
nesday at 12:30 p.m. Our weekly net is on 7243 KHz, Saturdays at 
9:00a.m. 

Our monthly meeting is at the Quincy’s Family Steakhouse, 
South Florida Avenue, Lakeland, the third Saturday of each 
month. See you there. — Reported by Jim Gundry, W4JM 


HERNANDO CHAPTER 

The March 21st meeting of our chapter was attended by 38 
members and guests. 

Regis, W4ILE gave a report on the status of the Brooksville 
Packet group. 

Our annual picnic will be held at McKethan Park on April 5th. A 
good time is expected by all. 

Starting in May, the Hernando V.E. Council will hold exams the 
third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Springstead 
High School. 

Wes, W4COW gave a report on the QSO party, reporting in- 
creased activity. He told us about President Smith’s visit to the 
area and his regret that he could not attend one of our meetings. He 
also urged all to vote in the upcoming election for a new president 
of QCWA at the next election. 

We had a very interesting program given by Yvonne Zim- 
merman, director of nursing, Hernando Public Health Depart- 
ment. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 19th at Sorrento’s at 
12:30 p.m. 


— Reported by Eunice, W1UKR 


SPECIAL SALE 
Florida SKIP has some new back issues of the 5th Edition of 
FLORIDA TRAFFIC HANDLERS Routing Guides on hand, 
edited by Andy Clark, W4IYT. To clear out this Guide, we 
are selling them for $2.50 each plus 50 cent postage and hand- 
ling. The Traffic Guide contains everything the 6th edition 
has plus a centerfold map of Florida with city location chart. 
If you want 2 for $5.00 we will pay all postage & handling. 
FLORIDA SKIP’ PO Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 
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The Dade Walk America brought out about 9000+ walkers this 
year. Once Again Dade Co. ARPSC Provided Communications. 
Event coordinator KI4T did his usual excellent JOB! He used 
69 amateurs operating on 2 repeaters and 2 simplex frequencies. 
The total walk distance was 26 miles which started and ended at 
Peakcock Park in Coconut Grove. Nets opened around 6AM and 
end near 2PM. Everything went smooth and needless to say the 
Walk Officals were exteremly happy. Each amateur will receive 
a beautiful “Thank you”’ certificate for their efforts. Thanks to 
Al Coya, N4AL for photo. 


1989 WALK AMERICA 
DADE COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO PUBLIC SERVICE CORPS 
By Rick Vahan, N4PBF 
DCARPSC Publicity Coordinator 

When 200 teams totalling some 8,000 walkers and runners 
launched this year’s Walk America event for the March of Dimes 
on April 1st, 80 volunteer ham radio operators assisted. 

The men and women operators with the radios either were 
moving with the teams or assigned to posts along the 12.5-mile 
round trip route between Peacock Park in Coconut Grove and 
Snapper Creek, by Old Cutler Road. 

Their job: to insure the safety and well-being of the walkers and 
runners help the March of Dimes raise funds for research into birth 
defects. 

For Joel Kandel, KI4T who is coordinator of the 80 hams, it was 
his 15th year working Walk America. His assignment, in addition to 
all the preliminary work of organizing the amateur radio 
operators, wss aboard the City of Miami’s police communications 
van. From there he continued to coordinate the efforts of the radio 
operators to monitor the entire route. 

Other hams were assigned to the Metrobus shuttle and vans 
volunteered by Metro-Dade Police, Coral Gables and Miami Fire 
Rescue, Jackson Memorial Hospital and St. Francis Hospital. 

One ham was assigned to Walk Chairman Bob Bergman so he 
could communicate with other Walk America officials also ac- 
companied by radio operators. 


Dear Andy: From Letters page 2. 


It is with great sadness on my part that I report that another great ham has become a 
silent key. I am referring to K4LC, Fred Coates also PY8ZLC from the jungles of the 
Amazon. 

Fred was very instrumental in helping me to become a ham. We worked across the 
desk from each other at the Cape and he made me learn the codes. 

He also administered the novice exam to me with the help of another silent key, Ed Del 
above, K4JKX, and it was done while I was hospitalized in Melbourne with one of over 37 
‘hospitalizations for my heart. : 

But then this is not a letter about me but one about Fred. I've enclosed the notice from 
the local ‘Florida Today” newspaper and you may edit at your discretion. bh 5 

Again Fred was one that lived life to its fullest and this old guy will dearly miss him as 
will many others with whom carried on a sked with him and all the time was having to 
generate his own power down there in P.Y. land. 


FLORIDA QSO PARTY RULES & REGULATIONS 


Announcing the 23rd Annual Florida QSO Party sponsored by the 
West Palm Beach Amateur Radio Club, Inc. and Florida Skip. The 
contest will be held on May 5 & 6 1989. Operating times are as 
follows: Saturday 00:002 (8:00 P.M. EDT.) through Sunday 24:002 (8:00 
P.M. EDT.) Suggested frequencies: Phone 3945 7279 14279 21379 28479 
Khz. CW 3725 7125 14055 21150 28150 Khz. All amateurs worldwide are 
eligible and are invited to participate 


CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: Each entrant agrees to be bound by the 
provisions of this announcement, the regulations of the applicable 
licensing authority and the decision of the Contest Committee which is 
final. 


VALID CONTACTS: All amateur bands 160 through 2 meters 
used. All stations. will use separate logs for Phone and CW. Phone 
and CW are separate contests. A station may be worked once on each 
band and once on each mode. Neither crossband ore crossmode contacts 
will count. No repeater contacts may be counted for credit. Florida 
stations may work other Florida stations for contest points only. Out 
of state stations may not work each other for contest credits. 


may be 


classes. 
using 100 
counties. 
location 


ENTRY CLASS: Florida stations are divided into three 
Class A stations are those operating portable or mobile 
watts or less OUTPUT inside Florida but outside their home 
Class B stations are any CW stations operating from a fixed 
within . your own home county. Class C station are any Phone stations 
operating within your home county. Entrants may be single operator 
oc mult- operator and this must be indicated on the summary sheet. 


EXCHANGE : Plorida stations send signal report and county of 
operation. Out of state stations send signal report and US _ state, 
Canadian province or DX country. 


SCORING: All Florida stations score Class A, 3 points per QSO 
contact, Class B, 2 points per QSO contact, and Class C, 1 point per 
QSO contact. Multiplier is the total of states (49 max.), provinces 
(12 max.), and DX countries up to 27 actually worked. Maximum 
multiplier is 88. Out of state stations count 2 points per QSO with 
each PFlorida station. Multiplier is the total number of different 
Florida counties worked (67 max.). The score is the product of QSO 
points and multiplier. 

AWARDS: Certificates on Phone and CW will be awarded for the top 
station score in each state, province and DX country. Certificates on 
CW will be awarded for the top Novice score in each state. Also the 
top scores in each Florida county will be awarded a certificate. 
Mult-operator winners will receive certificates as activity 
justifies. There will be three plaques awarded to: Highest scoring 
Florida station CW and Phone and to the Florida club with the highest 
aggregate score. There is a 10 contact minimum to be eligible for a 
certificate. 


DISQUALIFICATION: The ARRL Contest Disqualification Criteria will be 
used in deciding upon disqualifications. Among reasons for 
disqualifications are improper reporting, excessive dupes, errors in 
multipliers, late logs and cheating. 


REPORTING: Phone and CW entries are to be separated with logs for 
each. Along with legible logs in chronological order, a summary sheet 
is required with each entry. Those with 200 QSOs or more must’ supply 
a dupe sheet. The summary sheet must contain claimed score, Florida 
county or State, number of QSOs, multiplier total, station call sign, 
entry class, power source of Class A entries and complete address. 
The name of the Florida club for which aggregate total credit is being 
assigned must also be on the summary sheet. A sign declaration that 
all rules and. regulations have been observed must also be included. A 
sample summary sheet is available for an SASE from the QTH below. 


DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: All entries must be postmarked on or before 
July 4, 1989. Mail all entries to: 


FLORIDA QSO PARTY CONTEST COMMITTEE 
P. O. BOX 8194 
West Palm Beach, FL 33407 , 


P.A.A. FLIGHT RADIO OPERATORS REUNION 

Ralph Pierson, organizer of the first PAA/CAA/FAA/ARINC 
radio group reunion in Zephyr-Hills, reported some 85 persons 
showed up. A total of 122 signed up to attend. 

Many of the radio operators/officials hadn’t seen each other in 
ten to 20 years. Needless to say the cameras were snapping and the 
tongues were wagging! 

Ralph reported the food was good and for the price, everyone 
seemed to enjoy their reunion. They did not make any money, or 
did they want to. All expenses were paid with a little left over for 
stamps and stationery to be used in the future. 

Joe Nehring and Ralph say if all goes well they may try another 
reunion in 1990 or ’91. They will make direct mailings if and when 
this happens. 


If there is arfy other information you would like just give a holler, Andy. _73 


Joe Rubino, WA4MMD 
606 Cocoa Isles Boulevard 
Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931 
Dear Andy: : } ny 
On behalf of the Martin County Amateur Radio Association, I would like to thank you 


for the subscriptions to Florida Skip which you donated to the club as prizes for our annual 


hamfest. a£ 
In spite of cold, breezy weather, the event was a success — thanks to organizations 


such as yours which are willing to donate to these causes. Cordially, 
eke eras George Daly, W3WU 
Chairman, MCARA Hamfest 

556 S.E. Crosspoint Drive 

Port St. Lucie, Florida 34983 
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THE ULTIMATE MODE FOR DXING 
By Floyd Larck, KK3Q 
(Part One) 

This month’s column may or may not generate some con- 
troversy, surely none of it will be new. If you agree then write me 
and let me know. If you don’t agree, write and let me know. 

All of us have our favorite mode(s) of emitting R.F. into 
whatever nooks and crannies we are seeking in the name of D.X., 
mine is C.W. I worked very hard to overcome a hearing loss 
problem that I have in order to get where I’m at today. All I 
originally wanted to do was to get general class and get on 20 SSB’ 
with the “‘big boys.” A love for C.W. was definitely not in my plans, 
but the more I used it and practiced it the better I liked it. 

Articles have been written about the ability of C.W. to go when 
the other modes are incapable of providing effective com- 
munications. Real hams use C.W.! Therefore all hams should be at 
least proficient in its use! Agree with these statements? 

Stand by and watch our ranks dwindle even lower, who knows 
maybe United Parcel Service may have their eye on a section of 20 
meters besides the 220 section they are clutching at. 

If you disagree about the use of code for all hams, write the FCC 
and support a code-free license class and open amateur radio’s 
arms out to a brilliant bunch of prospective hams in the digital 
crowd. No one was more against a code-free ticket than myself, but 
most people do grow wiser as they get older. 

Seriously, there remains some part of DXing that I seem to’ 
enjoy more when I have worked the station on C.W. than on SSB. 
How easy it is to come across a pile-up and grab a new country and 
move right on down the band looking for another new one. 

DXing on C.W. requires more listening and looking so it 
becomes apparent that C.Q., D.X., C.W. or DXCC C.W. would seem 
to be more valuable than the same awards on SSB. These are just 


PINELLAS PARK BOYS CLUB 


GOMPUTERFEST 


MAY 6 & 7, 1989 
SATURDAY 12:00 - 6:00 
SUNDAY 8:00 - 3:00 


— TABLE REGISTRATION — 


PRE-REGISTRATION - $8.00 (Ends April 28) 
REGISTRATION $10.00 


SEND REGISTRATION TO: 
BILL GUNNIN 
7790 - 61st ST., ‘NO. 
PINELLAS PARK, FL 34665 
OR CALL (813) 544-8668 
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my views. I’m sure that some on the phone portions might disagree 
(and rightly so). 
Next month will be about DXing on phone, so don’t feel left out. © 
Here are some of the jucier D.X. stations I’ve come across 
(thanks to information received in the Long Island D.X. Bulletin). 


QTH Call Sign Frequencies /Dates 

Algeria 7X5ST 14.183 21:00 UTC Daily 
Angola D20NU (I2DEX) All Bands/CW/SSB Mareh to September 
Bahrain A92BE 1840-1850 01:00 UTC Daily 
Mongolia JT1BG 28.535 01:00 UTC Daily 
Mongolia JT1BG 14.198 03:00 UTC Daily-List! 
Mongolia JTIBR 21.030 01:00 UTC Daily 
Senegal 6W70G 28.555 19:00 UTC 

Senegal 6W6ENJ 21.285 21:00 UTC 

Somalia T5GG (I2MQP) 21.310 19:30 UTC Daily 
Tonga A35DX (DF2UU) 28.495 19:00 UTC 

Ivory Coast TU4CO 10/15/20 15:00-20:00 UTC CW 
Mozambique C9MKT 10/15/20 April 7-9 SSB 


Hope you work some of the above stations in your travels across 
the bands. Remember to at least take the time to think about a 
code-free amateur radio license! 

Good D.X. to you. God bless you and yours. 


SR UPA 
THE OTHER FELLOW IS NOT YEARS OR MILES» 
AHEAD OF YOU BUT PERHAPS JUST A NOSE 
AHEAD !! 
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and EDGE GUIDE 
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U.S.A.F. M.A.R.S. 
By Guice W. Johnson, WA4LHO/AFA2SB 

This month the USAF MARS column is directed to you, the 
newly-accepted affiliate members and those of you that are ready 
to join MARS. 

The first thing that will happen to you is that you will be 
assigned to a training net. Say what? Man I’ve been a ham for two 
million years. I don’t need any training to talk on the radio. Sure 
you do. 

The MARS communication system is a whole new ballgame. 
The message format is different from that of amateur nets. All 
MARS nets are directed nets. This in itself is not new to some of 
you, but the MARS nets are more structured. 

For example, you must end each transmission with the proword 
“over or out’? whichever is correct for that particular tran- 
smission. You never ase them together. We leave that to the 
movies. 

There are many other things that we need to learn to help us 
communicate with the most efficient use of our time. 

All this training business may sound like a lot of baloney tosome 


of you. That’s okay, too. If you really believe that you already know 
everything about communicating, don’t join MARS. If you scratch 
a dedicated MARS member you will find a communicator that 
really appreciates the fact that each MARS net uses exactly the 
same procedures as the others. 

For those of you that can accept a few minor adjustments to 
your normal radio procedures and are interested in joining an 
active group of dedicated communicators, join MARS. We would 
like to have you as a member of USAF MARS. 

To get more information about USAF MARS write to: Chief 
USAF MARS, HQ, AFCC/DOOCM, Scott AFB, IL 62225-6001. 


GOLD COAST AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CELEBRATES 20th ANNIVERSARY 
By Chuck Ritchie, W4BUG 

This year the Gold Coast Amateur Radio Association, Inc., 
celebrates 20 years as an active amateur radio club. The club was 
founded back in 1969 at Boca Raton under the name of the Boca 
Raton F.M. Association. We started out with a charter membership 
of ten members, of which we are proud to say, we still have seven 
that are current members after all of these 20 years. Those charter 
members are: W4BUG, W1HAB, WB4TEM, WB4UFA, WB4RZS, 
K4CDR and K4BAH. 

A few years later, because of the growing interest to the south of 
us in Broward County after putting our first repeater on the air, we 
moved our club activities into the Pompano Beach area and by 
early 1971 found our membership growing close to 200. 

With this support, a second repeater was put on the air in 
Broward County and also a club name change to the Gold Coast 
F.M. Association, Inc., in 1981. 

The main purpose of this radio club, as it is with all of us in the 
amateur community, is public service to our cities and their 
agencies whenever called upon in time of need, be it in an 
emergency or support in communciations of charitable events. 

I can remember back in the late ’60s when we came on the air 
with our first repeater in Boca Raton on 146.76(-). Our receiver site 
was located on a 200-foot tower just off U.S. 1 in downtown Boca 
Raton. 

The antenna was a two-section vertical dipole made out of RG8U 
coax, fed with RG8U. The transmitter site was located 2-1/2 miles 
to the west of the receiver location in the garage of our first trustee, 
Byron, WB4KVV. The sites were linked by telephone line. 

Soon after this repeater was in operation we found out that we 
were having co-channel interference with a Miami repeater, as 
during this time a 50-mile geographic separation was the standard. 
To try to get around this problem a P.L. circuit was installed at the 
receiver site and set up to receive a 1334 Hz tone. 

Around this time touch tone pads were not heard of and in order 
to bring up the repeater a whistle of 1334 Hz was required. Well, if 
you listened very much on this frequency, you would hear a lot of 

birds chirping all over the place. 

After a time, you would be surprised how many were able to 
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(L ToR:) W4BUG, Founder & past President, KB4CJZ, President, 
KA4JHM sec., WB4UFA Tech. Chairman, W4MGK, Tech. Asst. 
WA4EKM, membership Chairman. Foreground, Birthday cake 
and goodies ---- gone in 23 minutes! 


open up the repeater in Boca Raton. Believe me, this did not last too 
long before we switched to our present frequency of 146.82(-) and 
join our sister frequency that was on the west coast of Florida at 
Sarasota. 

Going into our 20th year, we can say we have come a long way. 
We are presently operating four repeaters for our membership, the 
latest of these are the 442.2(+) Ft. Lauderdale and 224.46(-) 
located at our Pompano site. In addition to this system, we have 
five remote receiver voting sites. 

All of this hardware, with its computerized control systems 
along with antennas, would not be possible without the devoted 
dedication of our Technical Chairman, Ron Eicholtz, WB4UFA, his 
assistant, Al Preuss, W4MGK, and trustees as well as others that 
have volunteered their technical expertise. Pe 

It goes without saying, that the officers and other personnel 
supporting the administration of this organization, as well as you, 
the membership of some 600 amateur radio operators, have helped 
to make this one of the best, if not the best, amateur repeater 
system in South Florida today. 

Thanks to all, we can sure be proud of what we have ac- 
complished in amateur radio. 


A.T.V. 
AMATEUR TELEVISION RECEPTION 
By Kerry Garrison, N4ATPE 

As the amateur television hobby spreads nation-wide, it is in- 
teresting to see how amateurs react to the technical aspects of 
ATV. Receiving ATV does not require a large cash outlay nor does 
it involve a major construction project. It does however, involve a 
certain amount of work and thought. And there is plenty of 
equipment available on the market to build a good operating ATV 
station. 

Amateur television transmissions (A5) are authorized in the 420 
to 440 MHz amateur band. Most ATV operators use three 
frequencies within this band. They are 426.250, 434.000 and 439.250 
MHz. 

The 426.250 is a repeater input frequency with 434.000 being the 
output frequency and 439.250 being the national calling frequency. 
Other frequencies are also being used depending on the amateurs 
in their local areas. 

A typical ATV receiving station consists of a VHF antenna, a 
good quality transmission line, a pre-amplifier, a UHF converter 
anda T.V. set. 

A broadband UHF antenna with low SWR and high gain (10db or 
better) is a must. Since T.V. signals are several megahertz (4.5 
MHz either side of center) wide, a flat response of eight MHz is 
necessary and most ATV stations do not transmit on exactly the 
same frequency. 
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QUALITY AND RELIABILITY. 

. RNPRECEDENTED WIDE REQUENCY COVERAGE: The PCS-6000 receives 118.00 
“t@ 135.995 MHZ AM Aircraft/136-173.995 MHZ FM and transmits 140.100 to 150.000 
’ MHZ. Modifiable 0 ALL MARS and CAP frequencies (proof of authorization/ticense 
‘TENY SIZE: Only 2 inches high, 5% inches wide and 7% inches deep!! Easily fits anywhere, 
oven in the smaliest cer! 

20 CHANNEL MEMORY IN TWO BANKS PLUS 1 TEMPORARY CHANNEL (TM): 
‘Two memary banks, A and B have 10 memory channels cach. The memories store frequen- 
cy; shift width, offset information, and PL tone: frequency as programmed, Aa extre memory 
‘Channel: that we call Tit-temporary memory) is provided to allow you to store any operating 
condition instantly again and again!! 

UP TO 21 NONSTANDARD SPLITS: Program any split in any channel. 
VERSATILE SCANNING FUNCTIONS: Dual memory scan, programmable band scan- 
Hing, fold sean and delay scan functions are provided, with selectable delay time. ALL 
tmemory channels are tunable independently. 

PRIORITY CHANNEL MONITORING: Memory Channel B@(the first channel in memory 
bank B) is monitored every four seconds regardless of any operating condition. When a signal 
ix received, 2 beep is beard. , 

“DISCRIMINATOR CENTERING (AZDEN EXCLUSIVE PATENT): Always stops oa 
PROGRAMMABLE FREQUENCY STEPS: In memory, frequency steps can be set at 
SKHZ to 20KHZ in any increment. 

BUILT-IN PROGRAMMABLE TONE ENCODER: 57 different tones are built in for 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: 


AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 
46 Greensboro Highway, Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 


MANUFACTURER: 
JAPAN PIEZO CO., LTO. 


Telephone (404) 769-8706 


instant prograniming of PL. tones into memory channels and microcomputer. Tone frequen- 
cy can be entered independently in RX and TX. A tone decoder is available as an option 
LITHIUM BATTERY BACKUP; Memory information can be stored for up to 5 years 
even if power is removed. 

FREQUENCY REVERSE: Allows you to listen to repeater input frequency 
PEATHER-TOUCH TUNING CONTROL KEYBOARD: The LED backtighted light touch 
keyboard performs alf tuning operations simply by pushing the key{a) and key actuation is 
audibly verified. 

LARGE LCD (LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY): The LCD dispiay shows the operating 
frequency, $/RF, memory channe! in us¢ and various other operating functions. The LCD 
is back-lighted by green LEDs, muking it possible for you to read the display even in total 
darkness. 


FULL 16 KEY TOUCHTONE PAD MICROPHONE: DTMF Microphone functions as 
to-patch when transmitting. 

DIGITAL S/RF METER: Shows incoming signal strength and relative transmitter power 

MICROPHONE CONTROLS: Up/Down memory and frequency control 

TRUE FM, NOT PHASE MODULATION: Unsurpassed intelligibility and audio fidelity 

High/Low Power; 23W/43'W or SW/IGW (6000/6000H). Outpur-Pully adjustable 

SUPERIOR RECEIVER: Sensitivity is better than 6.15 Microvolt for 20-DB quieting 

Couunercial-Grade design assures optimum dynamic range and noise suppression 

AUDIO GUTPUT: 2 Wats or more, 

SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

OTHER FEATURES: Rugged dynamic touchtone DTMF microphone, built-in speaker 

mobdile mounting bracket, remote speaker jack, and all cords, plugs, fuses and hardware 

are included. 


FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER OR TO ORDER 


TOLL FREE 1-800-451-2397 
FAX (404) 769-7970 {(7pm-10am) Telex: 4930709 ITT 


(i, am 
a ee 


May 1989, FLORIDA SKIP / 15 


OMAR ELECTRONICS 
Omar A. Puro WA8SFON 
Act Your AMATEUR NEEDS 


RT. 1 HWY. 81 SOUTH 


LOGANVILLE, GA. 30249 404-466-3241 


IRELAND TUNE-TENNA SYSTEMS, INC. 
Electronic Circuit & Voltage Fed Antennas 
Patents 3,474,453; 3,792,351; 4,584,587 U.S.- 860480 CAN. 


FRANK E. IRELAND K4UUO 
Antenna Consultant & Design Engineer FEC. Lic: 
Inventor & Patent Holder SHIP RADAR 


144-162 Mhz no tuning full 9 DBD gain. Two piece 
Portable/fixed. Light weight. Guarnteed 10 years. 
$99.25. Retails $175. UPS Shipable. More info call 


(305) 264-4448 (305) 633-8185 
5101B N.W. 36th Avenue — Miami, FL 33142 


GOOD STUFF CHEAP! 
GSC ELECTRONICS 


Dyer" 7715 INDUSTRIAL STREET 
WEST MELBOURNE, FL 32904 
(305) 727-8817 © FAX (305) 727-1546 


SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 


Send or Call for Free Catalogue 


| 1A L EA H Joe WB4WNA 
ELECTRONICS ae re 9th STREET 


EAH, FL 33010 
EXPERT ELECTRONICS DISTRIBUTORS 887-5936 © 885-0992 


WHOLESALE ° RETAIL ¢ EXPORT 


“© Electronic Parts Specialists 
© Audio-Video Accessories 


© Intercom Systems 

¢ TV & Computer Service Schematics 
© Digital Components 

¢ Complete Parts Inventory 

e Professional & Friendly Assistance 


© TV Antenna Systems 

© Marine Antennas 

© RCA Closed-Circuit TV Distributors 
© Test & Design Equipment 


rornattrour REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL * INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER e N4BDZ 


BROKER — ASSOCIATE 


(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


bel ¢ 


1643 HOLLYWOOD BLVO., Saas, 
SEE HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33020 2) 


Rossville, Ga. 30741 
404-866-2302 © 404-861-5610 
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YOUR #1 ELECTRONICS PLACE 


“KNOWN FOR 
SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 


W4WYR 


FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
11209 South Dixie Highway, Miami, FL 33156 
(305)! 233-4444 © (305) 642-4139 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


BUFFALO 


Rt. 2 Box 431 
Bushnell, Fla. 33513 


Owned By Beverly Darbyson 
443.125 1 448.125 


12240 NE 14th AVE. 


ELECTRONICS N. MIAMI, FL 33161 
INTL., INC. (305) 893-3924 


e Distributor of electronic wire, cable, connectors, shrink tubing, 
and cable ties. 

@ Design and manufacturing of custom cable assemblies. 

e@ RF microwave and high voltage test facilities. 

e@ Franchised distributor for Alpha, Amphenol, Belden, Cablewave, 
Kings, Times and Tyton. 


THe 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
HERB PHELAN, KA4VWB 


HARRY MOTTINGER, K4ZNB 
FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 


BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 
FL WATS 1-800-633-4310, FAX: (813) 465-6996 


Florida Custom Plastics 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


CORPORATION 


Realtors Since 1957 


KA4HWY 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 
Largo, Florida 34641 


POINTS SOUTH ELECTRONICS 


SURPLUS... SURPLUS... SURPLUS 
e Resistors (low-high wattage) 
e Transistors © Connectors 
e Capacitors ¢ Diodes 
e Repeater Cabinets (many sizes) 
¢ Used Amateur Radio Equipment 


OR WHAT DO YOU NEED??? 
4009 West 18th Avenue, Hialeah, Florida 33012 
Tel. (305) 557-9477 


LICENSE PLATES 
PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


PHOWE (613) 684-6121 


Offices in NAPLES & FORT MYERS 


STEVE CHAMBERLAIN-AI4R 


Licensed Real Estate Broker 


(813) 433-0331 


ole = WZ) 
CASA MARCONI 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
KA4TQP 


JULIO C. UTRERA 
OFFICE (305) 264-8443 


7189 S.W. 8th STREET 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33144 


SOUTHERN 
TECHNOLOGIES 
AMATEUR 
RADIO 


AZDEN SERVICE - COMMODORE 
COMPUTER REPAIR - SATELLITE 
TVRO SYSTEMS - SALES & SERVICE 


JOE LELLO/KF4AX * BOB FORMAN/N4CRP 
10715 S.W. 190 St. #9 © Miami, FL 33157 © 238-3327 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB 


SOLAR POWER 


——_—_—— 


Solar Electric Power DIY Needs For 
Houses, Cabins, RV's, Boats, Chargers 


PV Panels, Controllers, Inverters, Lights, Fans, Pumps 
Product and Design Information, Catalogs and Orders 


YOUNG'S SOLAR SHOP 407-383-SUNY 
P. O. Box 156 Titusville, Florida 32781-0156 


W.R. (SPIDERMAN) JONES 


é 


TOWER & ANTENNA SERVICE +; 


(813) 621-8173 


Tampa, FL K4QJN 


GULFSIDE REALTY INVESTMENTS, INC.____ 


COMMERCIAL GRADE POWER SUPPLIES! ! 


25 AMP $79.50 
35 AMP $109.00 


12 amps. 23795. 


25 AMP CONSTANT (27 AMP SURGE) 
OR 35 AMP CONSTANT (37 AMP SURGE) 


2 METERS SHOW VOLTS AND CURRENT. 
FULLY REGULATED ADJUSTABLE OUTPUT 
4.5-15 VDC 4 WAY PROTECTED. 

2 YEAR WARRANTY. 


AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS : 
46 Greensboro Highway, Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 = Teleohone (404) 769-8706 Telex: 4930709 ITT 


TOLL FREE.. 
1-800-451-2397 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA NEWS 
By Bob Watson, W4DTV (AAR4IQH) 

March was a very busy month for the PARC FWB Club in 
preparing for and putting on their yearly ‘“‘hamfest.’’ A number of 
meetings were held during the two-day affair. 

The ARES and the ARRL forums were well attended. 

The GCVHF Traffic Net elected KC4AVA to be the net manager 
for the coming year. The QCWA held their annual elections. 

The local newspapers and the local T.V. station gave the 
hamfest some nice publicity. 

Roy Mackey, N4ADI, from Maitland was here for the above 
forums. 

The PARC did not give their usual FCC exams at the hamfest 
this year, but did give them on March 25th, Saturday at the usual 
place. V.E.’s WOBWN, Jim; W4WIJ, Bill; and W4SYP, Al held the 
tests. Eight persons were there for the tests and six upgraded. 

Our latest ‘“‘silent key’’ for this area was, Sam Galloway, 
W5RHE and has been reported in Florida Skip. He was one of the 
old-timers in this area and will be missed by his many friends. 

New novice classes have been started at the PARC Clubhouse on 
the corner of First and Church Streets FWB, on Tuesday nights at 
1900 (7:00 p.m. CDST). Bob Watson, W4DTV and Charles Moody, 
N4PI will be the instructors. We have already processed ap- 
proximately four new novices in the past two months. 

A new novice class is being planned at the OWC Junior College, 
Niceville, Florida, to start on May 2nd. Contact the college or Bob 
Miller, WD4FSC; or Bob Watson, W4DTV, 678-7181, for further 
details. 

You can tell its going to be a rotten day when: your blind date 
turns out to be your ex-wife! 

NIOSH Gre NOTICE 
DUE TO A LACK OF SPACE, WE ARE HOLDING FOR NEXT 
MONTH SEVERAL EXCELLENT ARTICLES. OUR SINCERE 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED COOPERATION. WE 
HOPE TO GET EVERYTHING IN VERY SOON. 


Editor 
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THE FCC INFO PAGE 
BOCA RATON AREA EXAMS 
FCC exams are given by the IBM Radio Club at the IBM facility in Boca Raton. Exams are 
scheduled for the first Friday of the month at 5 PM. Bring a photocopy of your license, 
positive ID, and $4.55 to cover the testing fee. Contact Pete Brunet, WS4G, during working 


hours at Phone 982-3885 for more details. 


BROWARD COUNTY 

CAVEC Examinations by Racal-Milgo in Sunrise twice per month on the FIRST Saturday 
at 8:45 AM and on the THIRD Thursday at 7:30 PM. No pre-registration required and all 
forms provided. 

ADDRESS: 1601 North Harrison Parkway (NW 136th Ave.), Sunrise. 

FEE: $2.00 except Novice, which is free. 

BRING WITH YOU: your license (the original), a photocopy of that license, the original of 
any credit certificates and a piece of photographic ID (Driver's license is OK). 

TALK-IN: available on 145.27 and 224.84 repeaters. 

FOR FURTHER INFO: call Chip Allen, Ak4Y (H) 476-8761 or (W) 476-4763 or call Joe 
Loewy, KF4FO (H) 434-8211 or (W) 476-4567. From Dade county, during business hours only, 
592-8600. Ask for extension 4321 or 4697. Recorded info (24 hours) 476-4444. 


ARRL/VEC examinations by Consolidated VE’s of Brevard County — Rm Q-22 — 
Florida Institute of Technology — Melbourne — 10:00 a.m. (check-in 0930) — third 
Saturday of every month No pre-registration required. Form 610s provided. Bring 
original and photocopy of current license. Contact person is Victor Lau, N4FUY, (407) 768- 
0888. CITRUS COUNTY 

License exams are scheduled for the third Saturday in the odd numbered months at 
8:30 a.m. at the Citrus County Emergency Operations Center on West Southern Street in 
Lecanto. (West off C.R. 491, one quater mile north of S.R. 44.) ; Wk 

Reservations preferred, walk-ins accepted while supplies last. Bring original ham 
license and photocopy; certificates for prior exam credits if any; photo identification as 
driver’s license; pen and pencils; and $4.75 fee. 

Phone Cotton, KB9LT at (904) 344-8322 for reservations or further information. 


CRESTVIEW 
FCC Exams are given the second Saturday of each third month, (i.e., February, May, 
August and November) at 9:00 a.m., local, at the Council on Aging Building, 298 South 
Wilson Street, Crestview, Florida. Fees $4. Walk-ins welcome. Free coffee, FCC 610’s on 
hand. Plenty of rag-chewing. Talk-in on 147.36, WB4CDR/RPT. Bring copy of license and 
identification with picture (e.g., drivers license). 
For more information contact WB40RK/CVE, Route 1, Box 189, Crestview, Florida 


NORTH DADE — SOUTH BROWARD 

FCC exams will be given every fourth Thursday by a W5YI-VEC team prior to the 
regular monthly meetings of the Fellowship Amateur Radio Club. 

The exams are open to all. Bring your original license and a photocopy. 610 forms are 
available. No preregistration required. Fee for up-grade testing is $4.75. Novice test is 
free. 

Time is 6:30 p.m. at Ingels Park, Southwest First Street and Southwest Eighth Avenue 
in Hallandale. 

For more information call: evenings, Howard, N4EBT, (305) 935-5214; or Norm, 
K4RBR, (305) 823-5437. 

DADE CITY AREA 

The Pasco Hills DX Association will administer FCC Amateur Radio License 
Examinations in the TECO (Tampa Electric Company) Building, 602 East Meridian 
Avenue; two blocks east of U.S. Highway 301 in Dade City, Florida. They will be every 
third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Bring original and copy of your license, photo identification and $4.55 fee. There is no 
charge for novice examination. 

For information call Ed Privette: (904) 583-4580; Roy Lambert: (813) 986-2841; or Bob 
Luden: (813) 788-6609. 


DUNEDIN-TAMPA BAY AREA ; 

W5YI coordinated amateur radio exams conducted by the DARA V.E. testing team, 
the first Monday of every month. . : 

Testing begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Foreign Language Building Number 99, Dunedin 
High School, 1615 Pinehurst Road, Dunedin. : 

Please bring original and copy of license, positive identification and $4.75 fee. 

Talk-in 145.210 or 145.310, 600-. Walk-in accepted. Information from KI4MO, (813) 531- 
1911 or AA4XI, 539-9509. Mailing address DARA, P.O. Box 1851, Dunedin, Florida 34697. 


FORT MYERS AREA 

The 1989 test schedule sponsored by the Fort Myers ARC (ARRL/VEC) is as follows: 

January 28th, March 18th, May 20th and November 18th, 1989. 

Contact Bob Strathy, WV4F, 5428 Brandy Circle, S.W., Fort Myers, Florida 33919 
(SASE) or phone (813) 481-4880 for information. 

é SF. HIALEAH | 

W5YI coordinated test — novice through extra, every third Saturday of the month at 

8:00 p.m. Location is 750 East 25th Street, Hialeah, second floor. 
Pre-registration recommended. Walk-in on test available basis. Fee is $4.75. 

contact Ivan Prada, KP4EDL, P.O. Box 3576, Hialeah, Florida 33013 or (305) 829-0602 

(7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) Dates are January 21, February 18 and March 18. 


dae. FORT WALTON BEACH 
ARRL/VEC examinations by Playground ARC held quarterly at 17 East First Street, 
He Walton Beach. 1989 dates are March 25th, June 17th, September 16th and December 
Walk-ins available. Fee is $4.75. Doors close at 0830, 
For more information contact Bill Hord, W4WIJ, (904) 243-9720. 


F.C.C. EXAMS — MIAMI 
The Dade County Emergency Operations Center, 5800 Southwest 87th Avenue, Miami,- 
will have examinations starting at 9:00 a.m. on the following Saturdays (second Saturday 
of each month): 
January 14th, February 11th, March 11th, April 8th, May 13th, June 10th, July 8th, 
August 12th, September 9th, October 14th, November 11th and December 9th. 
Walk-in examinations on test available basis. Photocopy of license, positive iden- 
tification, pen and pencil, $4.55 check payable to ARRL/ VEC needed for exam. FCC Form 
610 available at exam. 
Mail FCC forms and check to: Jose A Ramos, WW4W, 6011 S.W. 11th Street, West 
Miami, Florida 33144. 
For further information call: Ron Bell, WN4L, 247-2944 after 6:00 p.m. 


OCALA/CENTRAL FLORIDA 
W5YI exams are held each month (except November and December) on the last 
Le eegh 7:30 p.m. at the St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 2802 N.E. 7th Street, Ocala, 
orida. 
All exams are on a walk-in basis. Fee is $4.75 — novices are free. Talk-in is available on 
145.130 repeater Or contact Jim, KA2MBE (904) 236-0744; or Jerry, KAUBR (904) 629-6049. 
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MARION COUNTY 
W5YI Testing — Novice through Extra, every second Monday, at 7:00 PM. Marion County 
Government Complex at the corner of SE Ft. King Ave., and SE 25th Ave. Talk-in on the 
146.61, K4GSO Repeater; Silver Springs Radio Club, Ocala, Florida. Contact Jim Brenner, 
NT4B, 237-5783; or Walt Morris, K4ELK, 245-7254. 


PALM BEACH 
Who: PBARC + PBCCARC. 
What: Palm Beach County — amateur radio licenses tests — ARRL/ VEC. When: third 
Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. 
Where: Palm Beach Community College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, 
Room 101 (criminal justice). 
Cost: $4.75 for 1988. 
Action: Pre-registration advised. Walk-ins permitted as long as we have test materials 
available. Must bring original license and a photocopy, picture identification, and pens 
and pencils. 
PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 
Test dates and times: April 15th, July 15th and October 14th, 1989; 10:00 
CST; 9:30 a.m. for all walk-ins. ; 
Test site: Civil Defense Building, Main Conference Room, 644 Mulberry Avenue, 
Panama City, Florida. 
No cash. Make checks payable to: ARRL/ VEC. No charge for novice. All other classes 
will be $4.55. 
Contact: Charles Hickman, 2402 West 21st Street, Panama City, Florida 32405; 
telephone: (904) 785-0449. Talk-in on: 146.940/340. 
TAMPA TESTING 
The second Saturday of each month, Tampa Amateur Radio Club Clubhouse, Columbia 
Drive (Davis Island), Tampa, Florida (next to the Coast Guard Station), 1:00 p.m. Bring 
a copy of your license and $4.55 cash (novice exams free) along with two I.D.’s. Non- — 
programmable calculators permitted. Contact Jud, AB4EC at (813) 884-8218 for reser- 


vations (recommended). 
VENICE F.C.C. EXAM 
FCC exams are given for all classes of amateur radio licenses on the second Saturday 
of each month at 9:00 a.m. at the Venice Public Library, 300 South Nokomis Avenue, 
Venice, Florida. 

_ Bring a completed FCC Form 610 (forms will be available at test site), your driver’s 
license or a legal photo identification, a photo copy of your present license (to be attached 
to Form 610) and the original of your present license. (This will be returned to you.) Fee is 
$4.00. No fee is required for novice exam. 

For futher information contact Don Fontaine, N4ET, 252 Cocoa Lane, Venice, Florida 
34293; telephone (813) 497-4014. 
WEST PALM COUNTY 
_The Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council, Inc., is giving amateur license tests on each 
third Saturday of each month (except October of 1988), at Palm Beach Community 

(Junior) College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, Room Criminal Justice 101, 
at 9:00 a.m. The tests are given under the ARRL-VEC and currently cost $4.55. Walk-ins 
permitted in as long as we have test materials available. Pre-registration strongly ad- 
vised, except for code testing. Next tests for 1988 will be on September 17th, November 
19th and December 17th. The October tests will be given on October 15th and 16th at 9:00 
a.m., at South Florida Fair Grounds, PBRA Hamfest, 9067 Southern Boulevard (State 
Road 80), West Palm Beach, Florida. 

WEST PASCO COUNTY 

The Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring ARRL/ VEC exam sessions — novice 
through extra — on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Location is Adult 
Education Center, 1510 South Boulevard, New Port Richey. 

Walk-ins accepted on a materials available basis. Pre-registration strongly advised. 
__ Bring: (1) original and photocopy of current amateur radio license, (2) positive 
identification, (3) check for $4.75 payable to ARRL/ VEC (no fee for novice exam), and (4) 
original and photocopy of any CSCE for code or written elements. Form 610 will be fur- 
nished. Talk-in on 146.67 (Tx-600). i 

Contacts are: Fred, AA4FG, (813) 849-1334; and Ralph, W2GLW, (813) 842-8351. 


PENSACOLA 
FCC exams are given the 3rd Thurs. of each month at 5PM. Location is 
the cafeteria of the West Florida Hospital, on North Davis Highway. For 
further information contact Rick Lloyd, AA4W, or Bill Behrends WA4YRN 


HERNANDO COUNTY EXAMS 
The Hernando Volunteer Examining Council (HERVEC) with Clover Leaf ARC and 
Spring Hill ARC co-sponsors are now conducting monthly exams novice through extra, 
each third Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m. at Springfield High School in Spring Hill. 
The Clover Leaf Visitor’s Center in Brooksville is the alternate exam site. 
Walk-ins are welcome. Contact Paul Sauer, K4ZC (904) 683-3167; or Regis Kramer, 
W4ILE (904) 796-6802 HERVEC co-chairmen for further information. 
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A CURE WAS FOUND 
FOR THESE DISEASES : 


. REFLECTED POWER-ITCH 
. QRM-DEAFNESS ga 


. SUPER TUNER-BLUES¢ 
. CROSS NEEDLE-EYES 


AUTOMATIC ANTENNA MATCHER ©® 


FOR ALL S.S.B. RADIOS 


~*~ ONE SHOT GUARANTEED TO LAST 
AT LEAST FIVE YEARS! 


Ri BR KR BG Bo ee Se a We ee 


MAXCOM, INC. BOX 502, FT. LAUD., FL.33302 
305-523-6369 


® MAXCONM is a registered trademark and is owned by Maxcom Electronics, Inc. 


THE BOTTOM LINE: “MAXCOM WORKS” 
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RATE CARD INFO. HAMBAR service of electronic equipment ONLY is 
—— to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateur at the rate of 10cents 
which includes address, call sign, etc. Minimum charge for any 

RAMBAR is is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per 


word. Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each 
BAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad will Seg ntsia dpa heap 
malin eres, cal sig ad We require all HAMBAR ads contain the full 


address, call sign and the ZIP, Area-phone number, if any. Make it 

for person wanting to buy YOUR equipment. No HAMBARS via 

! COMMERCIAL DISPLAY. Full Page $120.00. Half Page $75.00, 

1/4 age $55.00 and 1/8 Page $36.00. CAMERA READY. Lay-out, make-up, 
oak is extra according to size of ad and typset required for same. 

LINE for all Hambars and ads, 8th of each month in P.O. Box 501, 

Miami Springs, FL 33266. Normal mailing date 25th of each month. Thank you 

for your cooperation. Editor. 


SELL: HEATH linear amplifier SB-200 $275. KENWOOD power supply 
PS-30 $75. Both good condx. Joe Green K4JOI, 112 Craft Rd., Brandon, 
FL 33511 813 685-6846. 


SWEEP GENERATOR, ‘’Kay Megasweek” fully calibrated and in excell- 
ent condition including complete manual and spare klystrons. Range 50 ~ 
kHz - 800 MHz. $100. Bill Tucker, W4FXE, 1965 S. Ocean Dr., Apt. 15-G 
Hallandale, FL 33009 305 456-1349. 


SELL: DRAKE L4B amplifier. Excellent condition. $500. Lance X81XZ 
5589 Cajeput Court, Melbourne Village, FL 32904 407 725-8163. 


RADIO SHACK TRS-80 model 4; Two disk drives SSDD, 64K memory, 

RS232 board. Modem, full documentation and software, excellent work- 
ing order, $250. SWAP. George Collins WD4PSK, 10930-49th St. North, 
Clearwater, FL 813-573-2119. 


SELL: VIBROPLEX Champion model no. 178731. Best offer. E. J. Trask 
K4DVG, 608 Merrimac St., Deltona, FL 32763 (No phone given in ad.) 


SOME PEOPLE FEAR GOD SO MUCH THEY HAVEN'T BEEN TO 
CHURCH IN YEARS..... Kf4GY. 


HELP: WANTED: I need a service manual for a Cubic Comm. Astro 
150A. Will pay reasonable charge. Contact: Phil Zingman N4EDI, 
7521 SW 8th St., North Lauderdale, FL 33068 305 722-5343. 


FOR SALE: HEATH SB-200 80-10 meters amplifier, 4 extra tubes 
good condition. Frank Holt 795 Austin Ct., Winter Springs, FL 32708 
407-365-2216. 


A BARGAIN IS A TRANSACTION IN WHICH EACH PARTY THINKS 
HE IS CHEATING THE OTHER... tks KF4GY... 


FOR SALE: 3 element “GEM” brand Quad antenna frame with instru- 
ctions. Supply wire and you're ready to go on 10, 15, and 20 meters. 
$60. With coax cable RG8U. Hubert Hocher WD4KCH, 6290 SW 43rd 
ST., Miami, FL 33155 305 661-1402. 


NEED TUBES? ?? Have huge inventory. Call evenings for price quotes. 
Also buy tubes. Dick Gross N1BGL, 3089 Deltona Blvd., Spring Hill, KL 
34606 904 688-2374. 


WANTED: Fine Drake L-7 amplifier W/10 Meters W/PS. Sell Heath 
SB-201 W/10. Excellent. Gregg Eberman W2SDV, 2201 Brian Ave., 
South Daytona, FL 32019 904 761-0867. (look 8 Hambars up!) 


IF NINE-TENTHS OF YOU WERE AS WEAK PHYSICALLY AS YOU 
ARE SPIRITUALLY, YOU COULDN'T WALK.. Billy Sunday/KF4GY.. 


BUY ING SURPLUS VACUUM TUBES, components: Hi .fmobile trans- 
ceivers Yaesu FT-77 TS-120 TS-130 FT-73 or what have you. Collins S 
Line, 75A4 and all Collins accessories best quote in your first letter 
instanct cash immediately. M. Levy W5QJT, 7600 Blanco Rd. No. 608, 
San Antonio, TX 78212 512 341-9549. 


RADIO SHACK TRS-80 model 4, TWO disk drives SSDD, 64K memory, 
RS232 full documentation and original software, excellent working 
order and looks $375. / SWAP. Also model 3 described elsewhere, both 
computors for $525. George Collins WD4PSK, 10930-49th St. North, 
Clearwater, FL 813-573-2119. 


Sell: Yeasu FT-102, FT-101 2M transverter monitor scope FT-101 VFO 
Landliner Patch FT-726R, all mode 2M & 440 satalite filter . Collins S 
Line very clean, Collins watt meter, Yeasu FT-101 new. Norm W1TTT, 
3095 South Meletoy Tr., Lake Worth, FL 33463, 407 969-0899. 


SELL: Orig. owner, Mint HF 2M gear, accessories! Tower, Antennas, 
rotors, SASE. Ulo Vilms, K40V, P O Box 1437, Lanark Village, FL 
S252. 


FOR SALE: KENWOOD TM-221A 2 meter rig like new $285. AEA 
PK232 with weather fax software $230. KLM 27 element 440 beam 
in perfect condition $35. Jr. Century VII radio control system $125. 
Also assorted radio control gear. Bob Abend KC4ZO, 1265 Palmdale 
Dircle, Palm Bay, FL 32905 407 723-7774. 


WANTED: DUPLEXER for 220 unit. Contact Frank Mangus KBUBL 
Martin Co. Amateur Radio Assn., 2029 SE Benedictin, Port St. Lucie, 
FL 34952 407-878-7839. 


TRY PRAISING YOUR WIFE, EVEN IF IT DOES FRIGHTEN HER 
AT FIRST’.... Billy Sunday via KF4GY 


SELL: TRS80 4D computer 128K, complete set of manuals, disks 
$200. Excellent condition. Dean Sever W8IM, 1701 Harcourt Drive, 
Leesburg, FL 32748 (No phone given with ad.) 


WANTED: COLLINS, KWM-2/21. S-Line, 30L-1, 30-S!, KWM-3) 80, 
75A4 revr 51S-1 revr, Accy's, mics, cables, manuals, etc. TEN-TEC 
Paragon, Corsair |/I1 Omni, Triton 1V, Argonaut 508/515, Accy’s, 
Sony 2010 revr. Garry Murphy KF4S, P.O. Box 1762, Apopka, FL 
32712 407 889-4867. 


ZENIT.H/HEATH HS-158 PC/XT computer. 8 MHz, 640K RAM, 20 meg 
hard drive, 360K Floppy, 8087 math coprocessor, Hayes 1200B internal 
modem, clock, Princeton Graphics HX-12 CGA Monitor. All equipment 
mint condition. $1350. Barry. Gorodetzer, N4IFE, 14617 SW 144 Ct., 
Miami, FL 33186 305 255-5335 or Mike Crisler, N4IFD, 305 246-6165 
day or 305 382-4044 evenings. 


WANTED: YEASU FTV-901R and all transverters. Must be clean, 
operable, with manuals. Also Kenwood MC-60A, as above. Marshall 
Goldblatt W4EMB, 11801 SW 70 A..ve., Miami, F L 305 666-6997. 
Zip 33156. 


HEATH HW-22A, HW-32A OWNERS: Convert these rigs for 
CW operation. 20 pages of conversion instruction - includes photos, 
schematics, and PC board layouts - available for $15. from Bil | Turner, 
N4BT, 3624 Squire Lane, Orlando, FL 32806 407 851-1416. 


EVERY THING WORTHWHILE IS ATFIRST DIFFICULT: WE ONLY 
FAIL IF WE FAIL TO TRY. PROSPERITY IS A GREAT TEACHER; 

ADVESITY IS GREATER. and THERE'S NOTHING SO GOOD FOR 

THE SOUL AS WORK THAT ONE LOVES..... 


RTTY EQUIPMENT: HAL PCI-2000 RTTY interface board for PC type 
Computers. Mounts in an expansion slot. Includes RS-232 port. $225. 
Barry Gorodetzer N4IFE, 14617 SW 144 Ct., Miami, FL 33186 305 - 
255-5335. 


HEATHKIT CHART recording, white line, depth sounder model MI-2910 
range 200, 400, 600 feet printing and display. New unit built by Heath-kit 
recently. Purchased and unused. Bargain $55./ SWAP. George Collins 
WD4PSK, 10930-49th St. N., Clearwater, FL 813-573-2119. 


FOR SALE: DRAKE TR7 transceiver, remote VFO, Linear amplifier, 
power supply, dummy load and Anteck Adjustable antenna, manuals all 
$1200. Call Bob Bolderson K4K XQ, 1000 15 St., Marathon, Fl 33050 
Evenings 305 743-0443 


SOME PEOPLE DELIGHT IN TAKING THEIR EXERCISE BY JUMPING 
AT CONCLUSTIONS. tks KF4GF. 


FOR SALE: BUSH COMPUTER and Radio Console - including Hutch - 
also Bush Printer stand - both mobile on casters - like new. Assembled 
and ready to go. Cost $460. will sell $230. FIRM! Jimmy Jacobs K1GHT 
Point of Americas, 2200 South Ocean Lane, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
305 467-0900 


RTTY EQUIPMENT: Commodore C-64, Heath HD-3030 Terminal unit, 
ASA MBA-TOR software, Zenith green screen, Carco G+ parallel printer 
interfface, Commodore cassette recorder. $250. Barry Gorodetzer N4IFE, 
14617 SW 144 Ct., Miami, FL 33186 305 255-5335. 
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HAYES 1200B Internal modem, $175. Barry Gorodetzer N4IFE, 14617 
SW 144 Ct., Miami, FL 33186 305 255-5335. 


ALUMA TOWER T-60H. This isa three section tower, 125 Ibs. Rotor 
Plate inside tower, 2’’ H. O. Mast, 2” top bushing, hinged base, and 

worm gear winch. This tower has max. antenna load inF Sq. Ft. (Area 
Sq. Ft.) 20.0 Ft. This tower sells for $2,720. For month of May 1989, 
we will make any of the following trades. Will take TS-440S, TS-140S, 
TS-680S, TS-430S, 726R W/Mod., R-5000, R-4000, TS-711, TS930. 

Will give $1000. trade for ayof these rigs. Out of state add $95. crating 
charge. Fla res. add 6% sales tax. MCCLARAN SALES’ Inc. P.O. Box 2513 
Vero Beach, FL 32961 407 567-8224 /W4ZGG. P.S. Fla. Res add $35. 
shipping. 

i fede ie ee A CPO I eS SR BES 8 AE EO 
10 Meters, CB conversion. J.C. Penney rig, 120 channels, SSB Slider, set 
up on 28.5 and up, one xtal gets it on novice band, like new. 12 watts 
out, power mike and documentation, $65. / SWAP. George Collins 
WD4PSK, 10930-49th St. N., Clearwater, FL 813 573-2119. 


MATRIMONY AND ALIMONY ARE THE CHIEF CAUSES OF 
DIVORCE... Tks KF4FG. 


HAM LICENSES SUPEREASY. All Classes. Memory aids for paycholo- 
gist/engineer cut studytime 50%. SUPERFAST MORSE CODE SUPER- 
EASY: Subiminal cassette, $10. LEARN MORSE CODE IN 1 HOUR: 
Amazing new supereasy technique. $10. Both $17. WRITTEN EXAMS 
SUPEREASY. Novice, tech, Gen: $7. each Advanced, extrra: $12. each. 
Moneyback guarantee. Free catalog. SASE. Bahr, 2535-P6, Marietta, 
Palmbay, FL 32905. 

aU EEEEEIE SEEN EEIEEEEEEIESEEEERREEEERERERenEEE 
FOR SALE: SWAN 610 X Varnier. 10 channel xtal unit for MARS CAP 
or any off amateur frequency. Works with any SWAN transceivers, 350 
500 or 700 etc. Looks new $15. . Heath HM-102 SWR 200 & 2000 watt 
power meter $22. Very Clean. Heath SWR meter mod. HM-11 42.00. 
115 VAC Fuffin fans $3. each (Min of 2,) Heath RF Signal Generator 
mod. 1G-102, with cord. very clean. $15. Heath Q multiplier HD-11 with 
cords, clean $12.00. SIMPSON “Elapsed Time’’ 120 V. AC, 60 Cy. 
meter 3 Sq. $15. Astatic D-104 mike, cord and black stand. $17.00 
Send SSE for complete list. Andy Clark W4IYT W41YT, 41 Lenape 
Dr. Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


THE BEST WAY FOR A HUSBAND TO WIN AN ARGUMENT IS TO 
TAKE HER IN HIS ARMS... . Tks KF4FG. 

ALL Nau gee RL oy RRA At ees ts Lal eee ae eee aera 
SALE: MILLEN SS Dipper $150. Tube type GDO /W 2 extra tubes 
$100. Antenna bridge $50. Heath 10-4235 two-trace 35 MHz scope 
$100. (needs HV rect.) Heath 4505 scope calibrator $25. Heath 512 
MHz IM-2420 counter $25. New Bird Slubs 100W, 1000W $50. each. 

Joe Darmento W4SXK, 11170 S. Trop Tr.; Merritte Island, FL 32952 
407 773-0796. 


WANTED: TOWER 40 ft plus, tilt over, crank up. Also phone patch 
Yeasu SP102P. Kaime Saenz KA4TIY, 9131 SW 66 Terr., Miami, FL 
33173 Day 305 375-0838 nights 305 596-4782. 


SELL: Dentron MT-3000A antenna tuner. Can handle 3000 watts PEP 


into many antenna systems. Excellent Condition $275. Ray Kemper K4- 
ICB, 2630 Bismark Way, Sarasota, FL 34231 813 922-0138. 


Name Call Sign 


| Address 


L——— Please print (legibly) or type copy. If additional space is required, clip or staple on separate sheet of paper. Thanks. Ye Ed, A.C. ——~——— 
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SELL: KENWOOD TSS530SP, HF transceiver $495. FT-620B Yeasu. 6 
meter transceiver $275. KLM-80 watt, 6 meter linear mod. PA4-80AL 
$80. Astron RS-20 regulated power supply $50. All in excellent condit- 
ion. Ray Kemper K4ICB, 2630 Bismark Way, Sarasota, FL 34231 813 
922-0138, 

anne eee MN en LOL TO SREP 
TACMAR Captain multifunction board. 384K Ram, RS-232 port, Para- 


Vel port, clock $125. Barry Gorodetzer N4IFE, 14617 SW 144 Ct., 
Miami, FL 33186 305-255-5335. 


URGENT NOTICE. Due to mix up with The West Palm Beach Radio 
Publicity Chairman the 1989 FLORIDA QSO PARTY ANNOUNCEMENT 
was not mailed to the major amateur publications. Please spread around 
the word to your out-of-state friends. See rules elsewhere in this issue. 


TEN-TEC, New boxed latest production models, USA Made, 561 Corsair 
11, 562 OMNI V, 585 Paragon Transceivers, 425 Titan 1.5 Kw and 420 
Hercules II, 1 Kw linear amplifiers, 238 antenna tuner 2Kw, 2510B 
satellite station, 2410 100 watt 430-450 amplifier, Mobile HF antennas, 
keyers and accessories, take clean working ham gear in trade. VISA/MC 
or check. For best deal, write or phone Bill Slep, 704 524-7519, SLEP 
ELECTRONICS CO: Highway 441, Otto, NC 28763. ' 


& 
A BRAT IS A CHILD WHO ACTS LIKE YOUR OWN BUT BELONGS 
TO YOUR NEIGHBOR...via KF4GY... 
WILL SELL: WILSON metal eleven foot satellite dish with remote and 
local actuator. Easy disassembly. Transport on van or pickup. Has good 
gain for C Band, GOES, etc. $100. Bert Kelley, AA4FB, 2307 S. Clark 
Ave., Tampa, FL 33629 813 254-2767. 


SELL: B & K Oscilliscope model 1460 $50. Kenmore Power supply — 
model KPS-7 12 V - 13.8 at 7 amps. Stan Hayman KA4DPP, 20215 W. 
Oakhaven Cir. North Miami Beach, FL 33179. (No phone given in ad.) 


RANDY DECIDED TO CHALLENGE HIS YOUNGER BROTHER. 
“BETCHA YOU CAN'T CLIMB UP THAT BEAM OF LIGHT THAT'S 
SHINING THROUGH THE WINDOW.” -- “DO YOU THINK I’M 
STUPID?” REPLIED THE BOY. “L’D GET HALFWAY UP AND 
YOU'D TURN IT OFF.” tks W4ZGG ... 


WANTED: OLD Columbia portable SW Xevr with BFO. Good condition. 
Wm. Brodrib KK4E!, 2700 SE 7 Dr., Pompano Beach FL 33062 305 - 
942-0490. 


ES 


BEAMS FOR SALE: HY- Gain 204B 20 M Mono-bander $150. Hy-Gain 
TH3Jr $75. TH-6 needs work $100. 402B 2EL 40 M Mono $125. 
Telerex 326 3EL 20 M mono needs work $100. Days Tom Mannix WD4- 
YLD, Box 6296, Hollywood, FL 33081 305 961-4842 Nites WA4CTC 


305 791-9247. 


COAX: Short lengths of RG8U 1 to 5 & 6 feet with connectors on both 
ends. $3. each. New on spool RG8U__.25 cents per foot. New RG-89U 
(72 ohm) .07 cents per foot. . Used Beldin 8212 $12 per foot. Will throw 
in free other lengths with purchase. Various coax connectors .40 to .75 


cents each. State needs. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Sprin 
FL 33166 305 888-3874. ee 


| wish to place a HAMBAR in Florida Skip. It should read as follows: 10 cents per word, Minimum $3. gO 


See rate card for details. 


Phone (_____) 


City, State; Zipi2 > 2 ee ee eee 
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KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
3910 KC SUNDAY ° 1230 Z— 0730 EST 
By Bob, W4KOG 

Our sincere sympathy is belatedly offered to Creed, W4TZ on the 
loss of his wife after an extended illness. And we are also sorry to 
hear that Creed will be leaving his home in Vero Beach to establish 
residence in Virginia. I know all the Knights and Ladies will miss 
him after over 30 years on the net. We all wish him best 73’s at his 
new QTH. 

We are presently having about 30 check-ins each Sunday, so our 
M.O. Dwight, N4POA is kept pretty busy keeping track of 
everyone, but there must be some of you old-timers out there who 
haven’t been active lately! How about checking in once in a while! 

Congratulations to Don Stone, K7DWT of Marathon on becoming 
our newest Knight, and a belated congrats to Charlie Stevens, 
K8RIF up in Lakeland, who also recently joined our ranks. 

We had an unusual happening in March. On the meeting of the 
fifth we had three birthdays and two anniversaries by the first six 
people on the list. Eula, K4OEP and Smitty, K4CXW celebrated 
their 61st year of being married. Earl, W4AYD had his 69th birth- 
day and his 34th anniversary. Wes, W4COW was 72 years young and 
Charlie, K8RIF was 51. Best of luck and many more happy ones to 
all. 

We also would like to thank our former Health and Welfare 
Chairman, Dick Hart, W4GWH for his efforts on the behalf of the 
Knights, and to say hello to Bob McDow, W4KOG who will try to fill 
Dick’sshoes.  ~ 

If anyone has any news items, illnesses or S.K.’s concerning any 
of the Knights or their families, please phone, send a note or 
comment on the net to Bob at 436 Gull Court, North Palm Beach, 
Florida 33408; telephone (407) 848-2352. 


From page 14 

Broadbanded yagies with tapered elements work good but have 
noted decreases in forward gain. 

Collinears are broadband and have good gain and make quite 
good ATV antennas. 

Groundplanes and other similar omnidirectional antennas are 
satisfactory for F.M. use but offer multipath distortion and ghosts 
when used for ATV. 

An SWR of less than 2:1 means that the antenna has a good 
match to the transmission line and all energy is passed to the 
receiver. If an antenna system with a high SWR is in use, signal 
attenuation and low gain will result in snow and ghosts, loss of color 
and reorientation of the antenna will not help the situation. 

Most commercial T.V. antennas are not suitable due to 
horizontal polarization, but corner reflector antennas work good in 
local areas when used in a vertical polarized position. Cross 
polarization can produce as much as 20db of loss, reducing your 
received signal to total snow. 

Most commercial T.V. antennas also require the use of a Balun 
to match the antennas impedance to that of the transmission line. 
These Baluns can be seen as much as a 3db signal loss thus sub- 
stantially decreasing the overall gain of the entire antenna system. 
Use of an inline preamp would be a must when using this type of 
antenna except when located very close to the transmitter. 

_ Some amateurs blindly state that normal types of coax such as 
- RG-59 and RG-6 work well at 440 MHz. 

RG-59 in short lengths with a good antenna and a preamp work 
good in areas where the transmitter is only a few miles away, but in 
fringe areas a better transmission line would be required because 
of 5db losses per 100 feet using RG-59. RG-6 shows losses of 3.5db 
per 100 feet at 440 QCWA. 

Most ATV operators use ‘“‘hardline’’ type transmission line 
because of line losses of only 1.5db per 100 feet. Hardline is a little 
more difficult to work with and a little harder to find but the overall 
gains are well worth the trouble and can make the difference be- 
tween a good station or a bad one. 

For receiving distant ATV sigiials a receive preamp is a very 
important asset. These preamps should offer at least 10db of gain 
and be a low noise type. A good Gasfet preamp would offer the best 
performance’ and the most gain but many commercial T.V. 
preamps work very well. 


Ss 


William P. Crowley (WA40UI), 7990 S.W. 161st Street, Miami, 
Florida 33157, residing in Miami since 1962. Retired from Pan Am 
Airlines in June 1985 as a 747 captain. Formerly a National Airlines 
captain for 25 years prior to the merger of both companies in 1980. 
During his tenure with National, beginning in 1954, he flew the 
Lockheed Lodestar, Convair 340 and 440, D.C. 6, 6B, 7, 7B as co-pilot 
and the Convairs, Douglas series, Lockheed Electra, Boeing’ 727 
series, DC8 series, and D.C. 10 series aircraft, both domestically 
and international and was also a supervisory pilot on D.C. 10 air- 
craft. He received his first amateur license in the mid-’60s and is 
currently an extra class certificate holder. He is a member of the 
Florida Mid-day Traffic Net and South CARS, and checks in 
regularly, when in Miami and anytime in range when mobile, and 
we are ardent airstreamers (trailer) and travel as often as can. 
Another pleasant activity is assisting in the V.E. exam program 
which is very essential in the continuity of amateur radio. His wife, 
Leodon (WB4MMS) is a general class operator. An interesting fact 
is their four children are licensed operators. There are a total of 14 


hams in the immediate family. : 


_ In some cases where the transmitter is only a few miles away, 
the preamp when used with a good antenna, might overdrive the 
converter's front end requiring the operator to remove or switch out 
the preamp. Some commercial preamps even offer variable gain 
control which could be a big help in cases like this. 

Several converters are available on the market for ATV. Most 
convert the signal at 440 MHz to channel two or three so a normal 
T.V. can “‘see”’ the signal. These converters include features as 
crystal controlled oscillators and Fet or Gasfet R.F. amplifiers. 

Use of ‘“‘N’’ connectors would be a good choice at these 
frequencies but ‘‘F”’ or ‘“BNC’’ perform well also. ‘‘N’”’ connectors 
would be recommended in any station transmitting ATV. 

Any T.V. which can tune channel three or four can be used for 
ATV, so now you have a use for the T.V. in the guest room. Some 
cable-ready T.V.’s and VCR’s can also be used with the UHF an- 
tenna attached in the cable mode around channel 66 but with 
marked loses in gain as these front ends are not as good as the ATV 
converters. 

I hope some of this information will assist the would-be ATV 
amateur through the testing stages and I hope to see a lot more 
ATVers on 439.250 real soon! 

BOOK REVIEW 
By Bob Baird, W9NN ¢ Cocoa Beach, Florida 
‘A Radio Journal, 1912-1940” 1011 Linda Drive 


By Russ Rennaker, W9CRC Kokomo, Indiana 46902 
Publisher: R&R Press Price: $8.00 Plus 90¢ Postage 


Nearly all ham pioneers have fond memories of their years of pounding brass and 
modulated phone rights, beginning with the early spark-gaps and galena detectors and 
the telephone-button mikes in the ground lead. There are hundreds of stories we could tell 
of those days but most of us just talk about them on the air with other old-timers. 

But Russ Rennaker, W9CRC, not only talks about his recollections, he writes about 
them in his book ‘‘A Radio Journal.’ He recaptures the thrill of discovering “wireless” 
when he was a small lad on an Indiana farm in 1916. His first rig was a Ford spark coil and 
an iron-filings coherer detector. How many of today’s hams ever heard of such a device? 
His communications across the fields to a buddy less than a mile away, was pure magic to 
Russ. 

At age 83 Russ is still active on the air, keeping in touch with his cronies of those early 
years. ‘‘A Radio Journal” tells of his 70-plus years in radio, both amateur and com- 
mercial. It contains many anecdotes of other old-timers he has known and of some of the 
famous people with whom he worked in his career in broadcasting. The book contains 
many photos of long-since forgotten radios and transmitters of the era. 

For a nostalgic recall of radio as it once was, don’t miss W9CRC’s ‘“‘A Radio Journal ”’ 
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From front page FCC 

Article 32, Section 1 of the ITU International Radio Regulations. 

The main point of discussion was that international phone 
patches could only consist of discussions regarding amateur- 
related subjects and remarks of a personal nature. And, other 
amateurs were knowingly or unknowingly allowing business to be 
conducted during these patches. 

There has been numerous warning notices sent by the amateur 
auxiliary to individuals who allowed business-type phone patches 
to occur. One amateur allowed an international phone patch to 
continue in a foreign language which he did not understand, thus 
relinquishing control of his radio station to an unauthorized in- 
dividual. 

Another amateur allegedly allowed a religious group to send 
daily reports, in what could be considered coded words. Boaters in 
foreign coastal waters operating without a reciprocal license, 
requesting supplies, etc. These are but a few of the various prac- 
tices that are going on. 

A great number of these illegal phone patches, were allegedly 
being solicited or assisted by the nets operating on 7.268, 14.313 and 
21.390 MHz. 

Another group of amateurs realizing that these phone patches 
were illegal, phoned and wrote to the ARRL and the FCC, con- 
cerning them. When no apparent action was forthcoming they 
decided to take things into their own hands and proceeded to at- 
tempt to jam and QRM the frequencies. When this didn’t work cat- 
calls, music and derogatory remarks were used, which created a 
“citizens band’? atmosphere around these frequencies, making 
them unuseable to the general amateur community. ° 

It was decided by the amateur auxiliary to try and get these 
individuals together for a meeting. The opportunity came when the 
individuals were all together at the Orlando Hamfest. 

All the individuals involved in the meeting were greatly con- 
cerned that the problem not affect the general amateur community 
and deprive them of any privileges. A solution was diligently 
sought by all members and the following considerations were 
suggested: 

The board acting in no official capacity except as con- 
cerned amateurs, recommended the _ following  con- 
siderations be pursued in an attempt to solve the situation. 

1. Consider stopping all international phone patches for a 
period of three’ months. Emergency phone patches only. 
Emergency must be confirmed through the State Depart- 
ment. 

2. Keep a record of all patches, both parties, date, time 
and frequency. 

3. Before connecting parties to patches read the 11 in- 
terpretations and make sure the stateside party realizes his 
reponsibilities. 

1. In order for the other amateurs to use this frequency 
that is effectively being tied up for 18 hours each day, con- 
sider one- or two-hour nets. Maximum of four nets per 24- 
hour period. 

5. Make use of alternate frequencies so that all amateurs 
can.use all frequencies. 

6. Before taking action against violators of the rules, 
contact the amateur auxiliary with the problem and allow 
time for them to work on it. 

The board will send a transcript of the proceedings to the En- 
forcement Division of the FCC Washington, D.C., and to David 
Sumner, executive vice president of the ARRL, with a request to 
look into these matters for possible rule changes and action. The 
transcript will also be sent to the net managers of the Waterway 
Net, 7.268 MHz, the Inter-America Net, 21.390 MHz, the Halo Net 
21.390 MHz and the IMRA Net for their information. 


From front page. 
involvement; C.W. sending/receiving demonstrations; the New 
World of Amateur Radio, a comprehensive video; and hundreds of 
ham radio promotion pamphlets including information on the 
Foundation for Amateur Radio Scholarships. 

Prospective new ham information covering classes, code 
practice, exam points, club meeting dates, times and locations was 
provided by Dade County ARPSC. 
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The Carl Levingston, WASEPH, Field Day Memorial trophy pre- 

sented to (L to R) Grant Palmer, KESDP, n. RI4LP. 

and Ray Lyles, WA4VME, by Carl Zelich, AAAML PARRL Asst 
irector 


H.A.R.C. WINS 
CARL LEVINGSTON, WA8EPH 
FIELD DAY MEMORIAL TROPHY! 
By CarlS. Zelich, AA4MI 
ARRL Assistant Director, Southeast Division 

For the second consecutive year, the Harris Amateur Radio 
Club of Melbourne, Florida, has won the WA8EPH Field Day 
Memorial Trophy. HARC placed eighth in Class 2A of the ARRL 
1988 Field Day. 

Grant Palmer, KE5DP, and Bob Wilson, KI4LP, as co-chairmen of 
the field day, provided inspiration and planning along with the help 
of the entire club to achieve this goal. A formal presentation of the 
trophy to Ray Lyles, WA4VME, president, HARC, was recently 
made by Carl, AA4MI, ata dinner with 50 hams and their families. 

This trophy is sponsored by George Levingston, WA4NBE, as a 
memorial to his brother. It is an incentive for Brevard County clubs 
to work together and develop more community interest in amateur 
radio. 

The trophy is in memory of WA4NBE’s brother, Carl, who 
always wanted to become a ham. He finally passed his FCC 
examination but passed away the day before his license arrived 
from the FCC. 

Equipment was provided by HARC members and antennas at 
the Wickham Park Field Day site included a 40-meter delta, 10- 
meter 3-el. wire beam, 80/40-meter wire, 80-meter log periodic, 
two-meter vertical, 2-triband beams, 40-meter wire beam, all band 
zepp. | Congratulations to everyone at HARC. 


As a result of this effort, many in the community now have a 
better appreciation of amateur radio, the benefits that it provides 
and hopefully some newly-interested members to our fraternity 
will emerge. | 

My sincere thanks to all of the participants, and in many cases 
to their parents, for your assistance in making this event a success. 


LOOK AGAIN 
Look at the top line of your mailing label. This is 
your ONLY REMINDER WHEN YOUR SUBSCRIP- 
TION RUNS OUT! You can renew ANYTIME before 
experation date and our computer will automatically 
“ADD ON” from that date. It is just like putting 


money in the bank. We take renewals for one, two or 
three years, if you so desire. 

So it’s up to you to watch that top line. If you miss, © 
the computer will automatically skip over your ad- 
dress when printing mailing labels. 

Thanks for your cooperation in this important mat- 


ter. — 73, Editor 


